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PREFACE TO THEODERICH, BASED UPON
THAT OF TOBLER.

Nothing certain seems to be known of Theoderich except

his name. It is probable that he is the Dietrich mentioned

in John of Wiirzbqrg's ' Introductory Epistle,' but there is

no certain proof of this, nor have we any means of identi-

fying him with ' Theodericus, Propositus de Werdea,' or

' Theodericus, Propositus de Onolsbach,' whom we find

mentioned in the records at Wiirzburg at the end of the

twelfth century. Probably, as is stated in the Preface to

John of Wiirzburg, he was that Theoderich who became

Bishop of Wiirzburg in 1223. He was, we know, a German,

and, almost certainly, a Rhine-lander ; for he tells us how
on Palm Sunday he and his companions buried their fellow-

pilgrim named Adolf of Cologne in the Potter's Field near

Jerusalem, while the comparison of the Church of the Holy

Sepulchre at Jerusalem with the church at Aix la Chapelle

proves that he was familiar with that country.

Theoderich and John of Wiirzburg in many parts of

their narratives, especially when describing what they did

not personally behold, agree very closely, using in some

instances the same words. They may have copied one

another, but it seems more probable that both of them, or

at any rate John of Wiirzburg, as also Eugesippus Fretillus

and other writers, copied this part from a brief geographical

and historical account of the Holy Land and its neighbour-
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hood which was then much in men's hands, and which will

here for the sake of shortness be called ' the old compen-

dium.' A certain amount of light is given us by the ex-

pressed intention of John of Wurzburg to write only about

Jerusalem and its neighbourhood— ' the holy places within

and without the walls being those which alone we mean to

describe .... whereas we have no intention of giving any

account of those which are in the neighbouring province,

knowing that enough has been already said about them by

other writers.' It is worthy of remark that Thietmar (ed.

Laurent, xxvi.) does the exact opposite of this, although

there was much to be said about Jerusalem, because that

city had already been thoroughly described by many
writers. Indeed, John of Wurzburg does not carry out his

intention, since he gives a circumstantial account of the

holy places of Galilee also, whereby he excites the suspi-

cion that in so doing he merely acted as a copyist, since

one would not willingly suppose that the account of the

more distant regions was added to that of the topography

of Jerusalem and its neighbourhood by another hand.

Theoderich starts with the distinct declaration that his

description rests partly upon what he himself saw, and
partly upon trustworthy accounts received from others

(Prologue, chs. xxv. and li.); but even when he is dealing

with these 'trustworthy accounts,' or with the 'old com-
pendium,' he proceeds far more self-reliantly than John.
Moreover, his narrative, besides being fuller, contains many
vivid touches which are wanting in the other. The people
shouting their ' Dex aide' and 'Holy Sepulchre' while

awaiting the descent of the holy fire on Easter Day ' not
without tears '; the stacking up of the pilgrims' crosses on
the top of the rock of Calvary, and the bonfire made of
them on Easter Eve

;
the ignorant pilgrims who piled up

heaps of stones in the valley of Hinnom and expected to
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sit upon them in the Day of Judgment ; the account of how

terribly he and his companions were alarmed at the Sara-

cens—'un peuple criard,' Kinglake calls the Arabs in

' Eothen,' quoting Lamartine— who were beginning to

plough up a field by the side of the road to Shechem,

and yelling horribly, ' as is their wont when they are setting

about any piece of work '; the description of what he saw

with his own eyes {vidimus) of the wealth and charity of

the Hospitallers, and of the power of the Templars ; the

Norman-French names of 'Belmont,"Fontenoid,' and 'Mont-

joye,' which sound so strangely in the country of the Bible
;

the throng of ships in the dangerous harbour of Acre, with

his own ' buss ' amongst them ; and the view from the

Mount of Temptation over the wide darkling plain,

covered with numberless pilgrims, each bearing a torch,

and watched, no doubt, by the ' infidels ' on the Arabian

hills beyond Jordan- -all these are invaluable helps towards

forming a picture of the Holy Land in the time of the

Frankish kings. A distinction must be made between

what Theoderich saw and what he only describes by

hearsay ; the former is clear, complete, and full of new

facts, while the latter is brief, and, as a rule, confusedly

written. He appears to have landed at Acre (Ptolemais),

journeyed thence to Jerusalem, visited Jericho and the

Jordan, and returned by the same road, although he may

have personally visited Nazareth by way of Tiberias and

Mount Tabor. His account of the Sea of Gennesareth is

hopelessly confused, probably through copyists' errors.

However, he not only describes clearly all that he saw, but

describes it so naively and intelligently as to win the

reader's esteem. Our Saviour lies nearer his heart than

anyone else. He speaks of His Mother with due respect,

but shows no trace of the mariolatry of later ages. He is

superior to many travellers of the present day in that he
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directs no sarcasm against men of other faiths ; and one

can hardly expect to find in him the modern historical

and critical spirit. The book contains so few of the pious

reflections behind which men often conceal their ignorance

of the affairs of this life, that one could wish for more and

fuller expressions of the writer's personal feelings. Such as

there are are upright and honourable, and are spoken from

the heart. Although the writer, as we learn from Chapter

XXIX., was a priest, he never obtrudes his priestly dignity

upon us; indeed, it seems almost strange that he never

alludes to having read prayers, or even having performed

his devotions at any of the holy places. At the period at

which he wrote, spiritual things were held in honour as a

matter of course, so that it appeared unnecessary for him

to make any effort to excite the feelings of his readers or

hearers.

There can be no doubt that the pilgrimage of

Theoderich took place in the time of the Crusaders, before

their expulsion from Jerusalem in 1187. A number of

particulars prove that he sojourned in the city while it was

still under the rule of the Frankish kings. All we have

left to do is to fix the exact year. In Chapter XXX.
we read that Emaded-Din Zenghi, called Sanginus or

Sanguineus,1 beheaded six monks in a monastery on

the banks of the Jordan.

This apparently took place in n 38, when the Turks

crossed the Jordan, and made a plundering raid through

the districts of Jericho and Tekoa. Eight years after this

' razzia ' Zenghi was murdered. In Chapter XII. we find

the name of the patriarch Fulcher, who held the patriarchate

from 1 146 to 1157.

In the Temple of the Lord, Theoderich (ch. xv.), besides

the date 1 101, read that it was finished in the sixty-third year

1 See Gibbon, ch. lix.
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after the taking of Jerusalem, which brings us to the year

1 164. In Chapter XLV. we find it mentioned that Paneas

was taken by the Mohammedans in the year 1171. The

description of the tombs of the kings in Chapter X-HT brings

us down to Amaury or Amalrich, who died on the nth of

June, 1 173.

Thus it appears that 11 73 is the latest date mentioned :

the next thing to be considered is whether the tombs were

rightly pointed out to him, which is no very easy matter.

Theoderich came from the Chapel of St. Helena into the

great Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and proceeded into the

south transept, with the altar close by to the southward.

Here he mentions five1 tombs on the south side in front of

the door, whereof the first, being that of the brother of the

reigning King of Jerusalem (Baldwin III.), was abutting

on the choir of the canons, which is called at the present

day the Catholicon of the Greek Church. In case the

words ' the tomb of the brother of the King of Jerusalem,

named Baldwin,' should not be sufficiently clear, the

explanation, I think, is given by the sentence : 'The fourth

tomb is that of the father of the present king, that is, of

Amalrich.' According to chronological order the tombs

are as follows

:

First Godfrey's, which stands third as you go from the

tomb of Baldwin III. towards the choir, next to Baldwin

IL's.

Secondly, Baldwin I.'s, the second in the row.

Thirdly, that of Baldwin II. (du Bourg), the father of

Queen Milicent.and of Judith, the Abbess of St. Lazarus of

Bethany, the fifth in the row.

Fourthly, Fulke's, the father of Baldwin III. and of

Amalrich, the fourth in the row.

And fifthly, that of Baldwin III., the first in the row.

1 See Appendix.
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Now, no one can deny that Theoderich made his

pilgrimage to the Holy Land during the life-time of King

Amalrich, who reigned from 1162 to 1173. It is very

important to observe that the tomb of Baldwin III. was

pointed out as that of the brother of the king, because the

actually reigning king was assumed to be well known, and,

therefore, one easily sees why his tomb does not occur

in the list, because he was still alive. We have already,

therefore, mention of the year 1171, and we must not go

beyond the year 1173, in which Amalrich died, so that the

pilgrimage of Theoderich must have taken place between

the year 1171 and 1173.

Other less definite considerations point to the same date.

Theoderich says of the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre (ch. v.),

that on account of the partial fading of the colours he was

quite unable to read the inscriptions on the arches ; which

is a proof that he made his visitation late, yet not at

the very latest time, since we do not hear of the chapel

being divided into two parts (see Phocas and Innom., IV.,

ch, xv.), and Phocas dwells especially upon the fact that

the Emperor Manuel Comnenus, who reigned from 1143 to

1 1 80, entirely covered the sepulchre with gilding. It is

very likely that Theoderich saw the Chapel of the

Sepulchre during the time of its restoration, since,

although he could not read the faded inscriptions, he tells

us that he read the antiphonal hymn Christus resurgens in

golden letters, whereas John of Wiirzburg describes it as in

silver letters. Theoderich saw the gilded turret above the

chapel with its dome and cross when the gilding was

bright and fresh, John merely speaks of a cupola covered

with silver; which proves, what we have already gathered

from the ' Introductory Epistle ' of the latter, that he was-

the precursor of Theoderich.1 From Theoderich we also

1 See ch. xxv., note.
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learn that the Templars were engaged in building a new
church on Mount Moriah, about which he uses the

same expression as John of Wiirzburg, who says :
' Cum

extrnctione novae ecclesiae nondum tamen consummatae.'

Moreover, the theory that John was the earlier pilgrim is

supported by the latter's remark that at Shechem 'a

church is now being built ' over Jacob's Well, whereas

Theoderich speaks of it as being already built. It does

not, however, seem to accord with this evidence that

Theoderich speaks of the church of the Pater Noster, or

of our Saviour, as 'being now building,' whereas John

speaks of it as already built. At any rate, we may gather

from this that the two pilgrimages left but a short interval

between them. Lastly, we may remark that Theoderich

mentions a new cistern on the way from Jerusalem to

Bethlehem, in his description of the valley of Hinnom,

which, without doubt, was the Lacus Germani, the Birket

es-Sultan of the present day, of which we find no other

mention previous to 1176. On the other hand, we know

that the well of Job (Bir Eyub), at the confluence of

Hinnom and Cedron, was first discovered by Germanus

in 1 1 84, and could not, therefore, be alluded to by

Theoderich.

From internal evidence we learn that Theoderich's

pilgrimage took place in the spring of the year, at the

passagium vernale, in March, or Easter, not the passagium

aestivale, in August, on St. John's Day. Theoderich saw

ripe barley in the plain of Jericho on the Monday after

Palm Sunday, and on the Wednesday in Easter week he

was at Acre on his way home.

The references in the notes are to the English

translations of the pilgrims.
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THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION.

HERE BEGINNETH THE LITTLE BOOK
WRITTEN BY THEODERICH ABOUT THE HOLY PLACES.

INTRODUCTION.

Theoderich, the meanest of all monks and Christian

men, addresses himself to all worshippers of the holy and

indivisible Trinity, and more especially to the lovers of

our most gracious Lord Jesus Christ.

' So may they learn on earth below to share our Saviour's pain,

That they with joy hereafter may deserve with Him to reign.'

We have been careful to note down, in writing on paper,

everything relating to the holy places wherein our Healer

and Saviour, when actually present in the flesh, accomplished

the duties and mysteries connected with His blessed man-

hood and our salvation, which we have either ourselves

beheld with our eyes or have learned from the truthful

tales of other men. This we have done in order that,

according to the best of our ability, we may satisfy the

desires of those who are unable to proceed thither in their

actual person, by describing those things which they cannot

see with their eyes or hear with their ears. Be it known to

each of our readers that we have laboured at this task to the

intent that by reading this description or tale he may learn

always to bear Christ in remembrance, and by remembering

i
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Him may learn to love Him, by loving may pity Him who

suffered near these places ; through pity, may acquire a long-

ing for Him, by longing for Him may be absolved from his

sins ; by absolution from sin may obtain His grace, and by

His grace may be made partaker of the kingdom of

heaven, being thought worthy thereof by Him who with

the Father and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth for

ever and ever. Amen.

Here beginneth the little book written by Theoderich

about the holy places.

I.

—

The Ruin of the Land, and the Changing

of its Names.

It is evident to all those who read the pages of the Old

and New Testament, that the land of Canaan was, by

Divine ordinance, given for a possession to the twelve

tribes of the people of Israel ; which land—being divided

into the three provinces of Judaea, Samaria, and Galilee

—

was of old enriched by many cities, towns, and castles.

The names and situations of all these cities were in olden

days well known to everyone ; but the moderns, being

strangers in the land, and not its original inhabitants,

know only the names of a few places which we shall

describe in their proper place. For since our dearest

Lord Jesus Christ required vengeance for His blood

—

which was shed upon the cross by the cruel hands of the

impious Jews—the Roman princes, Vespasian and Titus,

entered Judaea with an army, levelled the Temple and

city with the ground, destroyed all the cities and villages

throughout Judaea, and drove the murderers themselves out

of their own country and forced them to depart and live

among foreigners. In consequence of this all works and

constructions of that people, and of the entire province,
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have been destroyed, so that although some traces of

certain places still remain, yet nearly all their names have

been altered.

II.—Judaea.

First, then, we must speak of Judaea, which is known

to have been the chief province of the Jewish kingdom,

which we have been enabled to examine with our own

eyes and ears. Therein, as the eye in the head, is placed

the Holy City of Jerusalem, from whence, through our

Mediator with God, our Lord Jesus Christ, grace and

salvation and life have flowed forth to all nations. Judaea

is bounded on the west by the Great (Mediterranean) Sea

on the south is separated by the desert from the mountains

of Arabia and Egypt, on the east is limited by the river

Jordan, and on the north is skirted by Samaria and

Idumaea.1 Now, Judaea is for the most part mountainous,

and round about the Holy City rises into very lofty ranges,

sloping on all sides down to its aforesaid boundaries, even

as on the other hand one ascends to it from them. These

mountains are in some places rough with masses of the

hardest rock, in others are adorned with stone excellently

fitted to be cut into ashlar, and in others are beautified by

white, red, and variegated marble. But wherever any

patches of earth are found among these masses of rock the

land is seen to be fit for the production of every kind of

fruit—wherefore we have seen the hills and mountains

covered with vineyards and plantations of olive-trees and

fig-trees, and the valleys abounding with corn and garden

produce.
1 Mount Seir, or Edom.
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III.—Jerusalem.—The Valleys of Josaphat and
Gehinnom.—Mount of Rejoicing (Mons Gaudii).

—Tomb of Josaphat.—Position of the Holy
City; its Fortifications, Gates, Streets, Houses,

Cisterns, Wood.

Now, on the very topmost peak of these mountains, as is

affirmed both by Josephus and Jerome, is placed the city

of Jerusalem, which is held to be holier and more notable

than all the other cities and places throughout the world,

not because it is holy in itself, or by itself, but because it

has been glorified by the presence of God Himself, and of

our Lord Jesus Christ and His holy Mother, and by the

dwelling therein, the doctrine, the preaching, and the

martyrdom of patriarchs, prophets, apostles and other

holy men. Albeit it has round about it mountain ridges

higher than itself, yet it is in itself hilly, being built upon a

mountain. Hence it follows that it attracts the eyes of

beholders away from all the mountains by which it is

surrounded. Now, between the Hill of Moriah, upon which

stands the Temple of the Lord, and the Mount of Olives,

which raises its head higher than any of the other mountains,

lies the brook Cedron and the Valley of Josaphat, which

valley starts from the Mount of Rejoicing1 (Mons Gaudii),

from whence one enters the city on the northern side,

passes by the Church of St. Mary, which is so called after

her name, passes the tomb of Josaphat, King of Judaea,

from whose death it itself has received this name, and

passes close to the bathing pool of Siloe, where another

1 The situation of Ramathaim is uncertain
; but the place long

pointed out as Samuel's Tomb is the height most conspicuous of all

in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem immediately above the town of
Gibeon, known to the Crusaders as 'Montjoye,' being the spot from
which they first saw Jerusalem, now called Neby Samwil, ' the Prophet
Samuel.'—Smith's 'Dictionary of the Bible,' Art. 'Samuel.' See also
note to ch. xxxix.
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valley meets it, which valley1 bends its course from the

right-hand corner of the city past the new cisterns between

the Mount Sion and the field Acheldemach, thus em-

bracing two sides of the city with a very deep ravine.

The tomb of Josaphat stands in the midst of this valley,

built of squared stone in the form of a pyramid. Round
about it there are a great number of dwellings of servants

of God, or hermits, all of which are placed under the care

of the Abbot of St. Mary's. Now, the longest part of the

city reaches from north to south, and the width of it is from

west to east, and it is most strongly fortified by walls and

bastions on the top of the mountain above the aforesaid

valleys. There is also a barrier, or fosse, placed outside the

wall, and furnished with battlements and loopholes, which

they call the Barbican. The city has seven gates, whereof they

firmly lock six every night until after sunrise ; the seventh

is closed by a wall, and is only opened on Palm Sunday and

on the day of the Exaltation of the Cross. Now, the city,

being of an oblong form, has five angles, one of which is

transverse. Almost all its streets are paved with great stones

below, and above many of them are covered with a stone

vault, pierced with many windows for the transmission of

light. The houses, which are lofty piles of carefully

wrought stonework, are not finished with high-pitched

roofs after our fashion, but have them level and of a flat

shape. The people catch the rain-water which falls upon

them and store it up in cisterns for their own use—they

use no other water, because they have none. Wood
suitable for building or for fires is dear there, because

the Mount Libanus—the only mountain which abounds

in cedar, cypress, and pine-wood—is a long way off from

them, and they cannot approach it for fear of the attacks of

the infidels.

1 See below, ch. xxxii.
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IV.— The Tower of David. — Mounts Sion and

Moriah.—The Field Aceldama.—Mount Gion.

—The House of Pilate.—Antonia.

The Tower of David is the property of the King of

Jerusalem, and is incomparably strong, being built of

squared stones of immense size. It stands near the western

gate, whence the road leads towards Bethlehem, together

with the newly-built solar chamber and palace which ad-

joins it, and it is strongly fortified with ditches and barbicans.

It is situated on the Mount Sion. Wherefore we read in the

Book of Kings, ' Now David took Sion.' It is also situated

over against the Temple of the Lord, in the part of the

city which extends sideways, having the Mount Sion on

the south and the Mount of Olives on the east. Now, the

Mount Sion reaches from the tower as far as the Church

of St. Mary without the walls, and from the church nearly

as far as the palace of Solomon, and as far as the way

which leads from the Beautiful Gate to the tower, being

wider, but lower, than the Mount of Olives. And although

the Mount Moriah, which overhangs the Valley of Josa-

phat, and on which stands the Temple of the Lord and the

palace of Solomon, may be thought to be a great hill, yet

the Mount Sion overtops it by as much as the latter seems,

as aforesaid, to overtop the Valley of Josaphat. In the

field of Acheldemach, which is only separated from it by

the aforementioned valley, is the pilgrims' burying-ground,

in which stands the Church of St. Mary, the Virgin Mother

of God, 1 wherein also on the holy day of Palm Sunday we

buried one of our brethren, by name Adolf, a native of

1 Fabri, who was in Jerusalem A.D. 1483, says that there was once

a church in the field of Aceldama, which was built by the Empress

Helena, and dedicated to All Saints.
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Cologne. This field is overhung by the Mount Gion,

whereon Solomon was crowned, as may be read in the

Book of Kings.

Of the other buildings, whether public or private, we

have scarcely been able to find any traces, or at least very

few, with the exception of the house of Pilate, near the

Church of St. Anne, the mother of our Lady, which stands

near the sheep-pool. Of all the work which Josephus tells

us was built by Herod, and which now is utterly ruined,

nothing remains save one side, which is still standing, of

the palace which was called Antonia, with a gate placed

outside, near the court of the Temple.

V.

—

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre ; first,

the Chapel thereof.

It only remains, then, that we should tell of the holy

places, on account of which the city itself is called holy.

We have thought, therefore, that it would be right to begin

with the Holy of Holies ; that is, from the sepulchre of

our Lord. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, of marvel-

lous workmanship, is known to have been founded by the

Empress Helena ; and its outer wall being carried, as

it were, round the circumference of a circle, makes the

church itself round. The place of our Lord's sepulchre

occupies the central point in the church, and its form is

that of a chapel built above the sepulchre itself, and

beautifully ornamented with a casing of marble. It is not

in the form of a complete circle, but two low walls proceed

from the circumference towards the east, and meet a third

wall. These walls contain three doors, 3 feet wide and

7 feet high, one of which opens on the north, another on

the east, and another on the south side. The entrance is

by the northern door and the exit by the southern door.
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The eastern door is set apart for the use of the guardians

of the sepulchre.1

Between these three small doors and the fourth door

—

that by which one goes into the sepulchre itself—is an

altar which, though small, is of great sanctity, whereon

our Lord's body is said to have been laid by Joseph and

Nicodemus before it was placed in the sepulchre. 2 More-

over, above the actual mouth of the sepulchre, which

stands behind the altar, these same men are shown in a

picture of mosaic-work placing our Lord's body in the

tomb, with our Lady, His Mother, standing by, and the

three Maries, whom we know well from the Gospel, with

pots of perfumes, and with the angel also sitting above the

sepulchre, and rolling away the stone, saying, ' Behold the

place where they have laid Him.' Between the opening

and the sepulchre itself a line is drawn in a semicircular

form, which contains these verses :

' The place and guardian testify Christ's resurrection,

Also the linen clothes, the angel, and Redemption.'

All these things are portrayed in most precious mosaic-

work, with which work the whole of this little chapel is

adorned. Each of these doors has very strict porters,

who will not allow fewer than six, or more than twelve,

people to enter at one time ; for, indeed, the place is so

narrow that it will not hold more. After they have

worshipped they are obliged to go out by another door.

No one can enter the mouth of the sepulchre itself except

by crawling upon his knees, and having crossed it, he

finds that most-wished-for treasure—I mean the sepulchre

wherein our most gracious Lord Jesus Christ lay for three

1 Compare the account given in Abbot Daniel, ch. x., and note.
2 That which is now shown as the 'Stone of Unction' is opposite to

the door of the church. Tobler's comment on these variants of the

legend is,

'

Diese sage liebte den WandeV See ch. vii., note.
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days—which is wondrously adorned with white marble,

gold and precious stones. In the side it has three holes,

through which the pilgrims give their long-wished-for kisses

to the very stone whereon their Lord lay, which measures

2| feet in width, and the length of a man's arm from the

elbow and one foot also. The floor between the sepulchre

itself and the wall is large enough to allow five men to

pray on their knees with their heads turned towards the

sepulchre. Round about this building outside are ranged

ten pillars, which, with the arches which they support,

make a circular enclosure, beneath which is a base, having

this text of Scripture carved upon it in letters of gold 1
:

' Christ having risen from the dead dieth no more. Death

hath no more dominion over Him : for in that He liveth,

He liveth unto God.' 2 At His head, which was turned

towards the west, there is an altar surrounded by partition

walls, doors, and locks of iron, with lattice-work of cypress-

wood decorated with various paintings, and with a roof of

the same kind and similarly decorated, resting upon the

walls.3 The roof of the work itself is formed of slabs of

gilt copper, with a round opening in the middle, round

which stand small pillars in a circle, carrying small arches

above them, which support a cup-shaped roof. Above the

roof itself is a gilded cross, and above the cross is a dove,

likewise gilded.4 Between every two columns through-

out the circle, from each arch hangs a lamp. In like

manner also, two lamps hang between each of the lower

columns all round the circle. Round the lower arches, on

every arch, verses are written, which .upon some of them

we were not able to read because of the fading of the

1 John of Wiirzburg, ch. xii., says ' silver.' See note.

3 Rom. vi. 9, io.

3 See Abbot Daniel, Appendix II.

4 Probably the work of the Emperor Manuel Comnenus. See John

of Wiirzburg, ch. xii., notes, and Phocas, ch. xiv.
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colours. We were only able to read six plainly, which were

written on three of the arches :

'Within this tomb was laid

He who the world hath made :

Ye who His tomb do see

Haste ye to be

A temple meet for me.

Lamb of God blest !

Patriarchs old,

Longed, ere their rest,

Him to behold.

Brought forth at Ephrata,

Suffered at Golgotha.

He from his rocky bed,

Adam our father led,

Bore him on high
;

Conquered the devil's arts,

And saith to sinking hearts,

" Rise, it is I !"'

Also round the iron enclosure which, as we have said

before, is placed at the head of the sepulchre, above which
is the lattice-work, there runs a scroll containing these

verses

:

' 'Twas here the victory o'er Death was won
And life for us begun

;

To God the pleasing sacrifice was given,

The victim fell

;

Our sins are all forgiven
;

There is joy in heaven,

And grief in hell
;

Ends the Old Testament,

God hath a New one sent :

We learn from this, O Christ, who here hast bled,

That holy is the ground whereon we tread.'

VI.—The Church or Rotunda itself.

Now, the pavement of this church is most beautifully laid

with Parian and various coloured marble. The church

itself is supported below by eight square pillars, which are
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called piers, and sixteen monolithic columns ; but above,

since it is vaulted both above and below, like the church at

Aix-la-Chapelle, it is supported in the same fashion on

eight piers and sixteen pillars. The lower string-course,

which runs round the whole church, is covered with inscrip-

tions in Greek letters. The surface of the wall which lies

between the middle and the upper string-courses glows with

mosaic work of incomparable beauty. There, in front of the

choir, that is, above the arch of the sanctuary, may be seen

the boy Jesus wrought in the same mosaic, but of ancient

workmanship, depicted in glowing colours as far as the

navel, with a most beauteous face; on His left hand His

Mother, and on His right the Archangel Gabriel pronounc-

ing the well-known salutation, ' Hail, Mary, full of grace

;

the Lord is with thee, blessed among women, and blessed

the fruit of thy womb.' This salutation is written both in

Latin and in Greek round the Lord Christ Himself.

Further on, on the right-hand side,1 the twelve apostles

are depicted in a row in the same mosaic, each of them

holding in his hands praises of Christ in words alluding

to the holy mysteries. In the midst of them, in a recess

slightly sunken into the wall, sits in royal splendour, wear-

ing the trabea,2 the Emperor Constantine, because he,

together with his mother Helena, was the founder of the

church. Also, beyond the apostles, the blessed Michael

the archangel glitters in wondrous array. On the left

follows a row of thirteen prophets, all of whom have their

faces turned towards the beauteous Boy, and reverently

address Him, holding in their hands the prophecies with

which He inspired them of old. In the midst of them,

1 On the south side ; Tobler points out that the ancient Christian

practice of separating men and women in church is carried out in this

mosaic.
2 The old Roman robe of state.
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opposite to her son, sits the blessed Empress Helena,

magnificently arrayed. Upon the wall itself rests a leaden

roof supported by rafters of cypress-wood, having a large

round opening in the midst, through which the light comes

from above and lights the whole church, for it has no other

window whatever.

VII.

—

The Choir of the Canons.1

Moreover, there adjoins this church a sanctuary, or holy

of holies, of marvellous workmanship, which was subse-

quently built by the Franks, who likewise most sweetly

sing praises therein 2 both by day and by night ; that is to

say, at the canonical hours, according to the course of the

Virgin Mary. They hold prebends, and half the offerings

of the holy sepulchre are assigned to them for income,

while the other half is appropriated for the use of the

patriarch. The high altar is dedicated to the name and

in honour of our Lord and Saviour, and behind it is

placed the patriarch's seat, above which hang from the arch

of the sanctuary a very great and adorable picture of our

Lady, a picture of St. John the Baptist, and also a third

picture of the holy Gabriel, her bridesman. In the ceiling3

1 ' Chorus dominorum,' evidently the translation of the German
' Domherrenchor.' ' King Godfrey also instituted canons with

prebends, and gave them habitations round about the church.' Gul.

Tyr. ix. 9. 'In Ecclesia Dominici Sepulchri sunt Canonici Sancti

Augustini, qui habent Priorem, sed soli Patriarchae obedientiam

promissunt.' See also ' Brocardi Descriptio Terrae Sanctae,' A.D. 1230.

2 Compare ch. xi.

3 Celatura. I find under the word ' ceeling with syllure ' in the

'Promptorium Parvulorum,' ed. Albert Way, 1865, the following

note : The Catholicon explains celo to signify sculfere, pingere, and

celamen or celatura sculptured or painted decoration. Lydgate, in

the 'Troye Boke,' uses the word 'celature' to describe vaulted work

of an elaborate character. It appears doubtful whether the verb to

cele, and the word ceiling, which is still in familiar use, are derivable

from coelo, or may not be traced more directly to coelum and the
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of the sanctuary itself is represented our Lord Jesus Christ

holding His cross in His left hand, bearing Adam in His

right, looking royally up towards heaven, with His left foot

raised in a gigantic stride, His right still resting en the

earth as He enters heaven,1 while the following stand

around—that is to say, His Mother, St. John the Baptist,

and all the apostles. Under His feet a scroll, reaching

across the arch from one wall to the other, contains this

inscription :

' Praise Him crucified in the flesh,

Glorify Him buried for us,

Adore Him risen from death.'3

Beyond this, on a higher scroll drawn across the same

arch, is the passage of Scripture, ' Christ ascending on high

hath led the flesh captive, and hath given gifts to men.'8

About the middle of the choir there is a small open altar of

great sanctity, on the flooring whereof is marked a cross

inscribed in a circle, which signifies that on this spot Joseph

and Nicodemus laid our Lord's body in order to wash it

after they had taken it down from the cross.4 Before the

French del, signifying not only vaulting or ceiling, but also the canopy

or baldaquin over an altar ; the hangings of estate over a throne which

are sometimes called dais, from the throne being placed in that part

of an apartment to which that name properly belonged ; and lastly,

the canopy of a bed, ' celler for a bedde, del de lit,' Palsg. A.S.

1 Tobler, in his note on this passage, remarks that there is in the

Bavarian National Museum at Munich an ivory carving of the

fourth century, on which Christ is represented in precisely this

attitude.

2 Compare Fabri, vol. i., p. 343, Stuttgart, 1843.
3 Psa. Ixviii. 18 ; Eph. iv. 8.

4 The altar described here is that of the comfias or centre of the

earth. See John of Wiirzburg, ch. xi., and note. Possibly Theoderich

confused his cicerone's account of this altar with that of the altar in

the Angel Chapel. What is now shown as the ' Stone of Unction,'

and mentioned by Fabri and other writers, stands in another part of

the church. Innominatus VII, says, 'To the eastward of the
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door of the choir is an altar of no small size, which, how-

ever, is only used by the Syrians in their services. When the

daily Latin services are over, the Syrians are wont to sing

their hymns either there outside the choir, or in one of the

apses of the church ; indeed, they have several small altars

in the church, arranged and devoted to their own peculiar

use. These are the religious sects which celebrate divine

service in the church at Jerusalem : the Latins, Syrians,

Armenians, Greeks, Jacobites, 1 and Nubians. 2 All these

differ from one another both in language and in their

manner of conducting divine service. The Jacobites use

trumpets on their feast days, after the fashion of the Jews.

VIII.—The Holy Fire.

It is customary in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

both in the church itself and in all the other churches in

the city, at daybreak on the morning of Easter Even, to

put out the earthly lights, and to await the coming of light

from heaven
;

3 for the reception of which light one of the

silver lamps, seven of which hang there, is prepared. Then

all the clergy and people stand waiting with great and

anxious expectation, until God shall send His hand down

from on high ; often, among other prayers, shouting loudly

and not without tears, 'God help us!' and 'Holy Sepulchre !'*

Meanwhile, the patriarch or some of the other bishops who

sepulchre, in the midst of the choir, is the middle of the world, where

the Lord was laid when Nicodemus took Him down from the cross.'

1 The Jacobites (a 'familiar sound,' says Gibbon, writing in 1788,

' which may startle an English ear ') were so called after James Bara-

riaeus, or Zanzalus, who reorganized the sect of Monophysites, or

believers in the unity of the human and Divine natures of Christ.
2 Copts.

3 See Abbot Daniel, ch. xcvii., for references to authorities on the

subject of the holy fire.

4 The war-cries of the Crusaders.
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have assembled to receive the holy fire, and also the rest of

the clergy, bearing a cross in which a large piece of our

Lord's cross is inserted, and with other relics of the saints,

frequently visit the holy sepulchre to pray there ; watching,

also, whether God has sent His gracious light into the

vessel prepared to receive it. The fire is wont to appear

at certain hours and in certain places ; for sometimes it

appears about the first hour, sometimes about the third,

the sixth, or the ninth, or even so late as the time of com-

pline. Moreover, it comes sometimes to the sepulchre

itself, sometimes to the Temple of the Lord, and sometimes

to the Church of St. John. However, on the day when our

humble selves, with the other pilgrims, were awaiting the

sacred fire, immediately after the ninth hour that sacred

fire came ; whereupon, behold, with ringing of church-bells,

the service of the Mass was said throughout the whole

city, the baptismal and other services having been pre-

viously celebrated. As soon as the holy fire arrives, it is

customary to present it to the Temple of the Lord before

anyone, except the patriarch, has lighted his candle at it.
1

IX.

—

The Chapels of St. Mary and of the Holy
Cross.—The Lord's Prison.—The Altar of

St. Nicholas.—The Door leading into the

Cloister.

Upon the west side of the church, near the door, from

which one mounts more than thirty steps from the church

up to the street, in front of the door itself, there is a chapel

dedicated to St. Mary, which belongs to the Armenians.

Also, on the left-hand side of the church, towards the

north, there is a chapel dedicated to the holy cross,

See John of Wurzburg, ch. xiii., note 1 ; Abbot Daniel, ch. xcvii.

note.
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wherein is also a great part of the venerable wood itself,

contained in a case of gold and silver ; and this chapel is

in the hands of the Syrians. Again, on the same side,

opposite this chapel, towards the east, is a chapel of

peculiar sanctity, wherein is a most holy altar dedicated

to the holy cross, and a large piece of the same blessed

wood covered with gold, silver, and jewels, is kept in a

most beauteous case, so that it can be easily seen. When
necessity requires it, the Christians are wont to carry this

holy symbol against the pagans in battle. This chapel

is also wondrously decorated with mosaics. Heraclius, the

Roman emperor, rescued this cross from Cosdre, 1 the king

of the Persians, during the war which he waged with him,

and restored it to the Christians. Near this chapel, on the

eastern side of it, one enters a dark chapel by about twenty

steps, wherein is a most holy altar, under the pavement

whereof may be seen the mark of a cross.2 In this place

our Lord Jesus Christ is said to have been imprisoned

while He was waiting for Pilate's decision at the place of

His passion for a long time, until His face was veiled and

the cross erected on Calvary that He might be hung

thereon. Also, behind this chapel, there is an altar dedi-

cated to St. Nicholas. 3 Beyond this is the gate of the

cloister through which one goes into the canons' cloister,

which stands round about the sanctuary. After one has

made the circuit of the cloisters, and is re-entering the

church from the other side of this door, one notices a figure

of Christ on the cross painted above the door of the

cloisters so vividly as to strike all beholders with great

remorse. Round it the~e verses are inscribed :

1 Chosroes.
2 This means, I suppose, ' in the pavement under which,' etc.

3 Apparently on the site of the modern Chapel of St. Longinus.

—

Tobler.
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' You that this way do go,

'Twas you that caused my woe

;

I suffered this for you,

For my sake vice eschew.'

X.

—

The Chapel of St. Helena.—The Grotto
WHEREIN THE CROSS WAS FOUND.

To the eastward of this one goes down thirty steps and

more to the venerable Chapel of St. Helena the Empress,

which is situated outside of the church itself, where there

is a holy altar dedicated to her. Hence again, on the right

hand, one descends fifteen or rather more steps into a

subterranean cave, where, on the right-hand corner of the

cave, one may see an open altar, and beneath it a cross cut

on the pavement, at which spot the empress is said to have

discovered the cross of our Lord. There is an altar there

dedicated to St. James. This chapel has no other window

than the great opening in its roof. 1

XI.

—

The Chapel of the Flagellation.—The Tomb
of Duke Godfrey and of the Kings of Jeru-

salem.—The Chapel under the Campanile.—
The Chapel of John the Baptist, and its

Vicinity.

In another part of the church—that is to say, on the

right hand, at the back of the choir—there is a fair altar,

wherein stands part of the column round which our Lord

was tied and scourged.2 Beyond this, on the south, before

1 See ' Notes to the Ordnance Survey of Jerusalem.' John of

Wiirzburg alludes to these two chapels. Theoderich, Tobler tells us,

is the first writer who distinctly describes the Chapel of the Invention

of the Cross.
2 This column is mentioned by Saewulf, A.D. 1102, before the

Crusaders' church was built. See Willis's ' Church of the Holy

Sepulchre,' London, J. Parker, 1849, p. 92, note. It is shown at the

2
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the door of the church, may be seen five tombs,1 whereof

the one nearest to the door, which is of white marble and

costly workmanship, is that of the brother of the King of

Jerusalem, named Baldwin ; and the second one is that of

King Baldwin, the brother of Duke Godfrey, whereon is

the following inscription :

' Here Baldwin lies, a second Judas Maccabee,

His country's hope, the Church's pride and strength was he
;

Cedar and Egypt, Dan and Damascus insolent,

Dreaded his might, and gifts and tribute humbly sent.

Ah, well-a-day ! he lies 'neath this poor monument.'

The third tomb, beyond this, is that of his brother, Duke

Godfrey himself, who by his sword and his wisdom re-

covered the city of Jerusalem, which had been invaded by

the Saracens and Turks, and restored it to the Christians,

replaced on his throne the patriarch who had been driven

out by the infidels, established a body of clergy2 in the

church, and settled endowments upon them, that they

might be strong to fight in God's cause. The fourth tomb

is that of the father3 of the reigning king, Amalric ; the

fifth is that of the father of the Abbess of St. Lazarus.

Also on the south there is a door, through which one

enters the chapel under the Campanile ; and from it one

passes into another chapel of great sanctity, dedicated to

John the Baptist, wherein also is a font ; and from thence

one goes again into a third chapel. From the first chapel

one ascends to the street by forty steps or more.

present day in the Chapel of the Apparition, in which services are

held according to the Latin rite. See Fabri, i. 287.

1 See Appendix.
2 See ch. vii., note.

3 King Fulke, the father of Baldwin III. and Amalric. The fifth

tomb was that of Baldwin II., whose daughter Judith was abbess of

the convent of St. Lazarus of Bethany. His eldest daughter, Queen

Milicent, married Fulke of Anjou, who was the ancestor of our Plan-

tagenet kings.
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XII.—Mount Calvary.—The Outside Vestibule

before Golgotha.—The Chapel of the Cruci-

fixion.—The Chapel of Golgotha.—The Door
of the Church.

It remains now to speak of Mount Calvary, which shines

in the Church as doth the eye in the head ; from whence,

by the death and blood-shedding of the Son of God, light

and eternal life shall be poured forth for us. Before the

entrance or door of the church, which is covered with solid

bronze and is of a double form, one mounts by about

fifteen steps to a small chamber, which is railed in and

adorned with paintings. Here, at the top of the stairs,

stand guardians watching the gate, who only allow as many
pilgrims as they choose to enter, lest by excessive pres-

sure, as often happens there, crushing or danger to life

should take place. From that vestibule one ascends by

three steps, through another door, into a chapel pre-eminent

in sanctity and holiness beyond all other places under the

sun, which chapel is formed by four arches of great

strength. Its pavement is beautifully composed of various

kinds of marble, and its vault or ceiling is most nobly deco-

rated with the prophets—that is to say, David, Solomon,

Isaiah, and some others—bearing in their hands texts

referring to Christ's Passion, wrought thereon in mosaic so

beautifully that no work under heaven could be compared

with it, if only it could be clearly seen ; for this place is

somewhat darkened by the buildings which stand round

about it. The place in which the cross stood on which the

Saviour suffered death is on the eastern side, raised on a

high step covered on the left hand side with the finest Parian

marble, and displays a round hole almost wide enough to

take in a man's head, in which it is known that the cross

2—

2
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itself was fixed ; into which hole pilgrims, out of the love

and respect which they bear to Him that was crucified, are

wont to plunge their head and face. On the right hand the

Mount Calvary itself, rising up higher, displays a long,

wide, and very deep rift in the pavement, where the rock

was rent asunder when Christ died. Yawning above and

in front with a frightful cleft, it proves that the blood which

flowed from Christ's side as He hung upon the cross found

its way quite down to the earth. On the top of this rock

it is customary for pilgrims to place the crosses which they

have carried with them from their own countries ; and we

saw a great quantity of them there, all of which the

guardians of Calvary are wont to burn in the fire on Easter

Even. In that chapel there is an altar of much sanctity,

and on Good Friday the whole service for the day is cele-

brated at it by the patriarch and all the clergy. On the

wall on the left side of the altar there is a most beautiful

painting of our Lord upon the cross, with Longinus

standing on His right hand piercing His side with his

spear ; on His left Stephaton offering Him vinegar with

the sponge and reed ; with His mother also standing on

His left hand, and St. John on His right ; while two great

scrolls, covered throughout with Greek inscriptions, are

carried all round this work.

On the right hand also of the same altar a picture shows

Nicodemus and Joseph taking down the dead Christ from

the cross ; where also is the inscription, ' The Descent of

our Lord Jesus Christ from the Cross.' From hence one

descends fifteen steps into the church, and comes to the

chapel which is called Golgotha, of great sanctity, but very

dark ; at the back of which is a deep recess, which enables

the beholders to see the end of the cleft in the rock which

came down from Calvary. In that place it is said that the

blood of Christ stood, after it had run down thither through
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the cleft. Moreover, above the arch which forms the

boundary of Golgotha, or, in other words, upon the west

side of Calvary, there is a picture painted upon the wall,

in which these verses may be seen in golden letters

:

' This place was hallowed by Christ's blood before,

Our consecration cannot make it more
;

Howbeit, the buildings round this stone, in date

Were on July the fifteenth consecrate,

By Fulcher patriarch in solemn state.'
1

Outside the gate of the church, in the space between the

two doors, stands the Lord Christ in a saintly garment, as

though just risen from the dead ; while Mary Magdalene

lies prostrate at His feet, but not touching them. The

Lord holds out towards her a scroll containing these

verses :

' Woman, wherefore weep'st thou, kneeling unto Him thou seekest dead ?

Touch Me not, behold Me living, worthy to be worshipped.'

XIII.—The Chapel of the Three Maries.—The
Chapel of the Armenians.—Another Little

Chapel. — The Street and Market. — The

Church and Hospital of St. John the Baptist.

—The Church of St. Mary the Great.—The

Church of St. Mary the Latin.

As one goes out of the church towards the south, one

finds a sort of square courtyard paved with squared stone,

on the left side of which, near Golgotha, on the outside,

there is a chapel dedicated to the three Maries, which

belongs to the Latins.2 Further on towards the south

1 These verses, with the exception of the last one, are quoted by

John of Wiirzburg, ch. xiii.

2 As we know that the Chapel of St. John the Baptist and of Mary

Magdalen were on the west side of the fore court, we must look for

the chapel of the three Maries, that of the Armenians, and the ' other

little chapel ' upon the east side.—Tobler.
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there is another chapel, which is in the hands of the

Armenians. Further on there is another little chapel. As

one comes out of this open space, on the left there is a

vaulted street full of goods for sale.1 Opposite to the

church is the market-place. Here, in front of the church,

stand six columns,2 with arches above them ; and here, on

the south side of the church, stands the Church and Hos-

pital of St. John the Baptist.3 As for this, no one can

credibly tell another how beautiful its buildings are, how

abundantly it is supplied" with rooms and beds and other

material for the use of poor and sick people, how rich it is

in the means of refreshing the poor, and how devotedly it

labours to maintain the needy, unless he has had the

opportunity of seeing it with his own eyes. Indeed, we

passed through this palace, and were unable by any means

to discover the number of sick people lying there ; but we

saw that the beds numbered more than one thousand. It

is not every one even of the most powerful kings and

despots who could maintain as many people as that house

does every day ; and no wonder, for, in addition to its

possessions in other countries (whose sum total is not easily

to be arrived at), the Hospitallers and the Templars have

conquered almost all the cities and villages which once

belonged to Judaea, and which were destroyed by Vespasian

and Titus, together with all their lands and vineyards ; for

they have troops stationed throughout the entire country,

and castles well fortified against the infidels. Next to this,

to the east as one stands there, comes the Church of St.

Mary,4 in which nuns, under the rule of an abbess, celebrate

Divine service daily. This place is said to have been dedi-

1 See ' The City of Jerusalem,' translated by Capt. C. R. Conder

R.E., for this series, ch. xvi.

2 Their appearance, with the arches above them, probably resembled

that of the existing arcade at the entrance to the Haram Area.
3 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. v., note. « Ibid.
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cated to St. Mary because, while our Saviour was being

maltreated on the way to His Passion, she is said to have

been shut up by His command in a chamber which then

stood upon that spot. Moreover, there closely follows

another church on the east of this, which is also dedicated

to our Lady, because while our Lord was enduring such

suffering for our salvation, she fainted from excess of

sorrow, and was carried by men's hands thither into a sub-

terranean grotto, where in the indulgence of her grief she

tore her hair from her head, which hair is preserved to this

day in a glass vessel in that church. There is also in this

church the head of St. Philip the Apostle, lavishly adorned

with gold ; and the arm of St. Simeon the Apostle, and the

arm of St. Cyprian the bishop. In this church monks
serve God under a rule and under the orders of an

abbot.1

XIV.

—

The Temple of the Lord : the Courtyard,

the Stairs.—The Subterranean Grotto.—The
Great Pool.—The Houses.—The Gardens.—The
School of St. Mary.—The Great Stone.—The
Cloister and Conventual Buildings of the

Clergy, and the other Pools.

Hence by a street which bends a little towards the south

one comes through the Beautiful Gate of the Temple to

the Temple of the Lord, crossing about the middle of the

city ; where one mounts from the lower court to the upper

one by twenty-two steps, and from the upper court one

enters the Temple. In front of these same steps in the

lower court there are twenty-five steps or more, leading

1 For the position of these convents see Williams's ' Memoir on

Jerusalem,' London, J. W. Parker, pp. 17, 18 ; and Tobler's elaborate

note on this passage. See also his note on Innominatus I., ch. ii.
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down into a great pool,1 from which it is said there is a

subterranean connection with the Church of the Holy

Sepulchre, through which the holy fire which is miracu-

lously lighted in that church on Easter Even is said to be

brought underground to the Temple of the Lord. In this

pool victims which were to be offered in the Temple of

the Lord were washed according to the precepts of the

law. Now, the outer court is twice as large, or more, than

the inner court, which, like the outer one, is paved with

broad and large stones. Two sides of the outer court

exist to this day ; the other two have been taken for the

use of the canons, 2 and the Templars, who have built

houses and planted gardens on them. On the western

side one ascends to the upper court by two ranges of steps,

and in like manner on the southern side. Over the steps,

before which we said that the pool is situated, there stand

four columns with arches above them, and there, too, is the

sepulchre of some rich man, surrounded by an iron grille,

and beautifully carved in alabaster. On the right, also,

above the steps on the south side, there stand in like

manner four columns, and on the left three. On the

eastern side also there are fifteen double steps, by which

one mounts up to the Temple through the Golden Gate,

according to the number of which the Psalmist composed

fifteen psalms, and above these also stand columns.

Besides this, on the south side above the two angles of the

inner court, stand two small dwellings, whereof that

tpwards the west is said to have been the school of the

Blessed Virgin. Now, between the Temple and the two

1 ' In Templo Domini Abbas est et Canonici regulares. Et est

sciendum, quod aliud est Templum Domini, aliud Templum militiae,

illi clerici sunt, isti milites.'
—

' Brocardi Descriptio Terrae Sanctae,'

A.D. 1230.

2 This account agrees materially, though not in detail, with that

give" by John of Wurzburg, ch. iv.
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" sides of the outer court—that is to say, the eastern and

the southern sides—there stands a great stone like an

altar, which, according to some traditions, is the mouth of

some pools of water which exist there ; but, according to

the belief of others, point out the place where Zacharias,

the son of Barachias, was slain. On the northern side

are the cloister and conventual buildings of the clergy.

Round about the Temple itself there are great pools of

water under the pavement. Between the Golden Gate

and the fifteen steps there stands an ancient and ruined

cistern, wherein in old times victims were washed before

they were offered.

XV.

—

The Description of the Temple: the Place

where Christ was presented, and where

Jacob saw the Ladder.

The Temple itself is evidently of an octagonal shape in

its lower part. Its lower part is ornamented as far as the

middle with most glorious marbles, and from the middle

up to the topmost border, on which the roof rests, is most

beauteously adorned with mosaic work. Now, this border,

which reaches round the entire circuit of the Temple,

contains the following inscription, which, starting from the

front, or west door, must be read according to the way of

the sun as follows : On the front, ' Peace be unto this

house for ever, from the Father Eternal.' On the second

side, ' The Temple of the Lord is holy ; God careth for it

;

God halloweth it.' On the third side, ' This is the house

of the Lord, firmly built.' On the fourth side, ' In the

house of the Lord all men shall tell of His glory.' On the

fifth, ' Blessed be the glory of the Lord out of His holy

place.' On the sixth, ' Blessed are they which dwell in

Thy house, O Lord.' On the seventh, ' Of a truth the
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Lord is in His holy place, and I knew it not.' On the

eighth, ' The house of the Lord is well built upon a firm

rock.' Besides this, on the eastern side over against the

Church of St. James 1 there is a column represented in the

wall in mosaic work, above which is the inscription, ' The

Roman Column.' The upper wall forms a narrower circle,

resting on arches within the building, and supports a

leaden roof, which has on its summit a great ball with a

gilded cross above it. Four doors lead into and out of the

building, each door looking to one of the four quarters of

the world. The church rests upon eight square piers and

sixteen columns, and its walls and ceilings are magnifi-

cently adorned with mosaics. The circuit of the choir

contains four main pillars, or piers, and eight columns,

which support the inner wall, with its own lofty vaulted

roof. Above the arches of the choir a scroll extends all

round the building, bearing this text :
' " My house shall

be called the house of prayer," saith the Lord. In it who-

soever asks, receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him

who knocks shall be opened. Ask, and ye shall receive

;

seek, and ye shall find.' In an upper circular scroll simi-

larly placed round the building is the text :
' Have Thou

respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, and to his suppli-

cation, O Lord my God, that Thine eyes may be open and

Thine ears turned towards this house night and day. Look

down, O Lord, from Thy sanctuary and from the highest

heaven, Thy dwelling-place.'2

At the entrance to the choir there is an altar dedicated

to St. Nicholas, enclosed in an iron enclosure, which has

on its upper part a border containing this inscription : in

1 The little mosque now called the Kubbet es-Silsile, or ' Dome of

the Chain' (see Edrisi s. v.), was called ' The Chapel of St. James' by

the Crusaders.

i Kings viii. 28 sqq.
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front, 'In the year 1101, in the fourth indiction, Epact 11,'

and on the left side, ' From the taking of Antioch 63 years,

from the taking of Jerusalem 53.' On the right side,

' From the taking of Tripoli 52 years, from the taking of

Berytus 51 years, from the taking of Ascalon 11 years.'

Moreover, there is a place towards the east at the side

of the choir which is surrounded by an iron enclosure with

doors, and which is worthy of the greatest reverence,

seeing it was there that our Lord Jesus Christ was pre-

sented by His parents when He was brought to the

Temple with an offering on the fortieth day after His

birth. At the entrance of the Temple the aged Simeon

took Him in his arms and carried Him to the place of

presentation, in front of which place these verses are in-

scribed :

'The Virgin's child, the King of kings, was offered here ;

This place we therefore deck with presents and revere.'

Near this place, at scarcely a cubit's distance, is the

stone which the patriarch Jacob placed under his head,

upon which he slept when he saw the ladder reaching up

to heaven, by which the angels were ascending and de-

scending, and said, ' Of a truth the Lord is in this place,

and I knew it not.' In front of this place are the following

verses

:

' Jacob, with body resting, but with mind awake,

Here saw the ladder, and his altar here did make.'1

1 These lines appear to be an incorrect version of those given by

John of Wiirzburg, ch. iv. They are quoted in nearly the same words

by Innominatus VII.
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XVI.—The Chapel of St. James without the Temple.

—The Place therein where our Lord was

questioned about the Middle of the World.

—Where Ezekiel saw the Waters.—The Crypt

under the Choir.—The Windows.—The High

Altar.—The History (of the Temple).

Hence, through the eastern gate, one enters the Chapel

of St. James the Apostle, the brother of our Lord, who was

murdered by the impious Jews by being cast down from

the pinnacle of the Temple, and his skull broken with

a fuller's club, and was first buried in the valley of

Josaphat near the Temple, but was afterwards translated

hither by the faithful with all honour, as became him, and

placed in a sepulchre, above which is written the following

epitaph

:

' Say, stone and grave, what king's bones here find room ?

Saint James the Just : he lies within this tomb.'

The chapel itself is round, being wide below and narrow

above, supported by eight columns, and excellently adorned

with paintings. As we return from it by the same door, on

the left hand, behind the jamb of the door, there is a place,

5 feet in length and breadth, whereon our Lord stood

when He was asked where He was in Jerusalem, which

they assert is placed in the middle of the world, and He
answered, 'This place is called Jerusalem.' Also behind

the same door, on the opposite site to the afore-mentioned

place, that is, on the northern side, there is another place

which contains those waters which the prophet Ezekiel saw

flowing down from under the Temple on the right side.1 As

we return into the great church, on the south side near the

choir, indeed, underneath the choir, there is a door through

which, down about forty- five steps, one enters the crypt,

1 Ezek. xlvii. I, i.
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whither the Scribes and Pharisees brought the woman
taken in adultery to the Lord Jesus and accused her,

whose sins the holy Master forgave and acquitted her.

In memory of this, indulgences are granted to pilgrims

at this place. The church itself has in its lower story

thirty-six windows, and in its upper story fourteen, which,

added together, make fifty, and it is dedicated to our Lady,

St. Mary, to whom also the high altar is consecrated. The

church itself is said to have been built by the Empress St.

Helena and her son the Emperor Constantine.

Let us consider how many times, and by whom, the

Temple has been built or destroyed. As we read in

the Book of Kings, King Solomon first built the Temple

by Divine command at a great expense—not in a round

form, as we see it at this day, but oblong. This Temple

lasted until the time of Sedechia, King of Judah, who was

taken by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, and led away

captive into Babylonia, and with him Judah and Benjamin

were likewise made captive and led away into the country

of the Assyrians. Shortly afterwards Nabuzardan his

steward came to Jerusalem with an army and burned both

the Temple and the city ; and this is the first destruction of

the Temple. After seventy years of captivity the children of

Israel returned to the land of Judah, led by Zorobabel and

Esdras, by the favour and permission of Cyrus, the King of

the Persians, and they rebuilt the same Temple in the same

place, and adorned it to the best of their ability. In re-

building the Temple and the city they worked, it is said,

holding a stone in one hand and a sword in the other,

because of the continual assaults of the Gentiles who lived

round about them. So, then, this was the second building

of the Temple. Afterwards the city, as may be read

in the Book of Maccabees, though not entirely destroyed

by Antiochus, King of Syria, yet was for the most part laid
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in ruins, the ornaments of the Temple utterly destroyed,

the sacrifices forbidden, the walls broken down, and the

Temple, as well as the city, made, as it were, into a

wilderness. After this, Judas Maccabeus, and his brethren,

by God's help, put Antiochus to flight, drove his generals

out of Judaea, and rebuilt and restored the Temple, replaced

the altar, and instituted sacrifices and offerings as of old by

regular priests. This was the third building of the Temple,

and it remained until the time of Herod, who, we are told

by Josephus, although the Jews deny it, razed this Temple

to the ground and built another greater one of more

elaborate workmanship. This was the fourth building of

the Temple, which endured until the days of Titus and

Vespasian, who took the whole country by storm, and

overthrew both the city and Temple to their very founda-

tions. This was the fourth destruction of the Temple.

After this, as has been said a little way before, the Temple

which we now behold was built by the Empress Helena

and her son the Emperor Constantine, in honour of our

Lord Jesus Christ and of His holy Mother. This was the

fifth restoration of the Temple.

XVII.

—

The Palace of Solomon.1—The House and
Stables of the Templars.—Their Gardens,

their Stores of Wood and Water, their

Granaries and Refectories, their New and
Old Hall, and their New Church.

Next comes, on the south, the palace of Solomon, which is

oblong, and supported by columns within like a church, and

at the end is round like a sanctuary and covered by a great

1 ' There is also another immense temple besides the Dome of the

Rock, and it is from this, the Temple of Solomon, not from the

Temple of the Lord, that the Templars take their name.'—Jacques de

Vitry, ' History of Jerusalem,' book i.
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round dome, so that, as I have said, it resembles a church. 1

This building, with all its appurtenances, has passed into the

hands of the Knights Templars, who dwell in it and in the

other buildings connected with it, having many magazines

of arms, clothing, and food in it, and are ever on the watch

to guard and protect the country. They have below them

stables for horses built by King Solomon himself in the days

of old, adjoining the palace,2 a wondrous and intricate build-

ing resting on piers and containing an endless complication

of arches and vaults, which stable, we declare, according to

our reckoning, could take in ten thousand horses with their

grooms. No man could send an arrow from one end

of their building to the other, either lengthways or

crossways, at one shot with a Balearic bow. Above it

abounds with rooms, solar chambers, and buildings suitable

for all manner of uses. Those who walk upon the roof of

it find an abundance of gardens, courtyards, ante-chambers,

vestibules, and rain-water cisterns ; while down below it con-

tains a wonderful number of baths, storehouses, granaries,

and magazines for the storage of wood and other needful

provisions. On another side of the palace, that is to say, on

the western side, the Templars have erected a new building.

I could give the measurements of its height, length, and

breadth of its cellars, refectories, staircases, and roof, rising

with a high pitch, unlike the flat roofs of that country ; but

even if I did so, my hearers would hardly be able to believe

me. They have built a new cloister there in addition to

the old one which they had in another part of the building.

Moreover, they are laying the foundations of a new church

of wonderful size and workmanship in this place, by the

1 See the translation of Procopius, ' De jEdificiis,' in this series,

book v., ch. vi, and Appendix I. ; also John of Wiirzburg, ch. v., note2_
2 John of Wiirzburg (ch. v.) declares that these stables could hold

more than two thousand horses or. fifteen hundred camels. See
' Notes to the Ordnance Survey of Jerusalem.'
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side of the great court.1 It is not easy for anyone to gain

an idea of the power and wealth of the Templars—for they

and the Hospitallers have taken possession of almost all

the cities and villages with which Judaea was once enriched,

which were destroyed by the Romans, and have built

castles everywhere and filled them with garrisons, besides

the very many and, indeed, numberless estates which they

are well known to possess in other lands.

XVIII.

—

The Ancient Walls round the Temple.—

The Ruins of Antonia.—Moria.—The Church

of the Bath, or of the Manger of our Lord.

—The House of Simeon the Just.

Now, the city wall on the southern and eastern sides

surrounds all their dwellings, but on the west and the

north a wall built by Solomon encloses not only their

houses, but also the outer court and the Temple itself. On

the north side of the court one wall and one gate remain

entire among the ruins of Antonia which Herod built.

The hill itself on which the Temple stands was in ancient

times called Moria, and upon it David saw the angel of the

Lord smiting the people with an unsheathed sword, when

he said to the Lord, ' Lo, I have sinned, and I have done

wickedly ; but these sheep, what have they done ? Let

Thine hand, I pray Thee, be against me, and against my
father's house.'2 On this hill was the threshing-floor of

Araunah the Jebusite, which David bought of him to build

a house for the Lord. Here by a postern there is a

narrow way between the eastern wall of the city and the

garden of the Templars, whereby one comes to the most

holy church which is called the Church of the Bath, or of

the Manger of the Lord our Saviour. In it the cradle of

1 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. v., note 2. This church was destroyed

by Saladin.
2 2 Sam. xxiv. 17.
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the Lord Christ is worshipped, which cradle stands in a

place of honour at the east end on a high wall in front of a

window. On the south side one sees a great basin made

of stone lying on the ground, in which it is known that he

was bathed as a child ; and on the north side is the bed of

our Lady, on which she lay while she suckled her child at

her breast. One descends into this church by about fifty

steps, and it once was the house of the just Simeon, who

rests therein in peace.

XIX.

—

The Bathing-pool of Siloe.

As one goes southwards from this church or from the

angle of the city itself, down the sloping side of the hill,

along the outwork which the Templars have built to

protect their houses and cloister, where also in ancient

times the city itself stood, a little path leads to the

bathing- pool of Siloe, which we are told is so called

because the water of that fountain comes thither by an

underground course from Mount Silo. This appears to

me to be doubtful, because our mount, on which the city

stands, and several other mountains, lie between them, and

no valley leads directly from the mountain to the pool, nor

is it possible that there can be an underground passage

through such great mountains because of the distance ; for

Mount Silo is two miles distant from the city. Wherefore,

without pronouncing any decision upon this point, let us

tell our hearers that which we know to be true. We
declare it to be the truth, that the water bubbles up out of

the earth like a fountain, and that after filling the pool and

running down to another pool close by, it appears no more

One descends into the pool by thirteen steps, and round

about it are piers bearing arches, under which a paved

walk has been constructed all round it, made of large

stones, upon which those who stand can drink the waters

3
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as they run down. 1 The second pool is square, and

surrounded by a simple wall. This bathing-pool was once

within the city, but is now far outside it ; for the city has

lost almost twice as much in this direction as it has gained

in the parts near the holy sepulchre.

XX.

—

Bethany.—Bethphage.—The Golden Gate,

with its Chapel.

Now, we ought to arrange the course of our account

according to the Passion of Christ, who by His grace

permits us so to partake of His sufferings that we may be

able thereby to partake of His kingdom hereafter. A
mile from Jerusalem is Bethany, where stood the house of

Simon the leper, and of Lazarus and his sisters Mary and

Martha, where our Lord was frequently received as a

guest. 2 Bethany stands near the valley of Olives, in which

the mount ends towards the east. So on Palm Sunday

our dearest Lord Jesus Christ set out from Bethany, came

to Bethphage, which place is half-way between Bethany

and the Mount of Olives, and where now a fair chapel has

been built in His honour,3 and sent two of His disciples to

fetch the ass and her colt. He stood upon a great stone

which may be seen in the chapel, and sitting upon the ass

went over the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, and was met

by a great crowd as He descended the side of the

1 See the Bordeaux Pilgrim in this series, Appendix iii.

2 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. vi. He does not mention any church

or convent at Bethany. We know, however, that there was a convent

at Bethany dedicated to St. Lazarus, of which Judith, one of King

Fulke's daughters, was abbess. See John of Wiirzburg, ch. xi., and

Theoderich, xxviii. There was a church of St. Mary Magdalen in

Bethany, which once had been the house of Simon the Leper. See

Tobler's note.

3 John of Wiirzburg says (ch. vi.) :
' Between this Bethany and the

top of the Mount of Olives, about half-way, was Bethphage, a village

of priests, traces of which still remain in two stone towers, one of which

is a church.'
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mountain. He went on, beyond the valley of Josaphat

and the brook Cedron until He arrived at the Golden

Gate, which is twofold. As He approached it, one of the

doors opened of itself, for the bolt fell out, and, violently

drawing out its ring, made the other door fly open with a

loud noise: wherefore a chapel has been consecrated in

honour of it, wherein this ring, which is covered with

gilding, is regarded with great reverence. The gate itself

is never opened except on Palm Sunday and on the day of

the Exaltation of the Cross,1 because the Emperor Hera-

clius passed through it with a large piece of the wood
of the cross which he had been brought from Persia. Our
Lord entered into the Temple that same day, and remained

there teaching every day until the fourth day of the week.

XXI.

—

Peter's Prison.

With Him, therefore, I wish to ascend on to Mount Sion,

and behold what He did after this ; but, first, I wish to be

imprisoned with Peter, that with him I may be taught by

Christ not to deny Him, but to pray. On the way by

which men go from the Temple to Mount Sion they pass a

fair chapel, wherein, at a great depth beneath the earth,

seeing that one descends twenty steps and more in order

to enter it, is that prison in which Herod the younger

bound St. Peter, and from which the angel of the Lord led

him forth.2 At the entrance of this chapel these verses are

inscribed :

' Arise, put on thy cloke, Peter, thy chains are broke

;

Arise and leave this place, set free by Heaven's grace.'

' O now I know indeed from prison I am freed

;

Christ's love to me be praised, that me from bonds hath saved.'

1 September 14.

2 John of Wiirzburg (ch. xvi.) describes this chapel, and tells us that

he celebrated Mass there on St. Peter's Day (August 1). He quotes

the verses without any variation.

3-2
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XXII.—Mount Sion. — St. Mary's Church.—The
Place where she died.—The Room of the Last

Supper.—The Place where the Holy Ghost

came down. — Where Christ washed the

Apostles' Feet.—Where Thomas felt the

Lord's Wounds.—The Tomb of St. Stephen.

The Mount Sion, which stands to the southward, being

for the most part without the city walls, contains the

church dedicated to our Lady, St. Mary, which is well

fortified with walls, towers, and battlements against the

assaults of the infidels, wherein regular monks serve God

under an abbot. 1 When you enter it you will find in the

middle apse, on the left hand, the holy place whereat our

Lord Jesus Christ received the soul of His beloved Mother,

our blessed Lady, Mary, and raised it to heaven. This

work is square below, and above round, supporting a dome.

By about thirty steps on the right hand one mounts into

the upper chamber, 2 which is situated in the extremity of

the apse. Here may be seen the table at which our Lord

supped with His disciples, and after the departure of the

traitor gave to those disciples His mystical body and

blood. In this same upper chamber, at a distance of more

than 30 feet to the southward of that place, there stands

an altar in the place where the Holy Ghost descended upon

the Apostles. From hence one descends by as many steps

as one ascended, and sees in the chapel beneath the upper

chamber the stone basin, built into the wall, wherein the

Saviour washed the feet of the Apostles in that place

;

where close by, on the right hand, there stands an altar in

1
' In ecclesia Montis Sion est Abbas et Canonici regulares.' He

was a mitred abbot. ' Brocardi Descriptio Terrae Sanctae,' A.D. 1230.
2 Compare the descriptions given by John of Wiirzburg(ch. vii.), the

' City of Jerusalem' (ch. i.), the Abbot Daniel (ch. xli.), and Phocas.
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the place where Thomas felt the Lord's side after His

resurrection, which for this cause is called the Altar of the

Finger. From this place one passes through a kind of

anteroom round the sanctuary of the church, and finds on

the left-hand side thereof a holy altar, beneath which,

without doubt, the body of St. Stephen, the proto-martyr,

was buried by John, Bishop of Jerusalem—which body, we

read in history, was afterwards translated by the Emperor

Theodosius from Constantinople to Rome, it having been

first translated from Jerusalem to Constantinople by the

Empress Helena. Before the choir a column of precious

marble stands near the wall, and simple-minded people

are wont to make the circuit of it.

XXIII.—The Brook Cedron.— Gethsemane.— St.

Mary's Church. —The Chapel of the Sepul-

chre.—The Little Chapel on the Stairs.—The
Legend about a Jew who wished to drag away

the Body of the Blessed Mary.

From hence after His supper the Lord went out across

the brook Cedron, where there was a garden. The brook

Cedron passes through the midst of the valley of Josaphat.

In the place where that garden was the church of St.

Mary, with its conventual buildings, has been founded,

wherein her own body was buried. Through a porch one

descends by more than forty steps into a crypt, in which

her holy sepulchre stands, covered with most costly decora-

tions of marble and mosaic work. At the entrance to this

crypt these two verses are written :

' Ye heirs of life, come praise our Queen, to whom
Our life we owe, who hath revoked our doom.' 1

These and the following verses are quoted by John of Wiirzburg.
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This sepulchre has around it twenty columns, carrying

arches, a border,1 and a roof above it. On the border itself

are inscribed these verses

:

' From hence, from Jos'phat's vale, a path leads to the sky !

The Virgin here, God's trusting handmaid, once did lie ;

Spotless, from hence she rose, to her heaven's gate did ope,

Poor,sinners' Light and Way, their Mother and their Hope.'

Moreover, the roof has a round dome above it, supported

by six pairs of columns, with a ball and cross above it, and

between each pair of these little columns all round the

dome there hangs a lamp. One enters the sepulchre from

the western side, and leaves it on the northern side. Her

Assumption is excellently painted on the ceiling above,

which contains this sentence under a straight line :
' Mary

hath been taken up into heaven ; the angels rejoice and

bless our Lady, singing her praises.' Round the sanctuary

of the church itself also runs a scroll, containing this in-

scription :
' The Holy Mother of God hath been exalted

to the Kingdom of Heaven, above the choir of angels.'

From hence one ascends into the church by as many steps

as one descended by into the crypt. The church itself and

all the conventual building connected with it are strongly

fortified with high walls, strong towers, and battlements

against the treacherous attacks of the infidels, and has

many cisterns around it. As one goes out of the crypt

one sees a very small chapel placed on the steps them-

selves. In the church, also, the Syrians have an altar of

their own. Also on the ceiling above the steps by which

one descends into the crypt the Assumption of our Lady

is shown in a painting, wherein her beloved Son, our Lord

Jesus Christ, is present with a multitude of angels, and

1 Limbus. This word is used very loosely by our author. Here it

seems to mean a 'tambour,' extending round the church above the

arches, and carrying the upper range of columns with the dome.
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having received her soul, is bearing it away into heaven,

while the Apostles stand by in deep sorrow and devotedly

minister to her. When her body is placed upon its most

holy bier, a Jew is trying to pull away the covering which

veils it, and an angel is cutting off both his hands with a

sword ; his hands are falling upon the ground, and the stumps

remain on his body. For there is a tradition that when

our Lady's soul had departed from her body on Mount

Sion, as has been told in former chapters, and the holy

Apostles had reverently placed her most blessed body

upon a bier, and were carrying it along the road leading

towards the east, outside the city wall, to bury it in the

valley of Josaphat, the Jews, among whom the burning

hatred and envy with which they had so long persecuted

her Son was not yet extinct, met it with the intention of

offering some insult to it ; and one of them, bolder and

unluckier than the rest, came up to the litter on which her

holy body lay, and endeavoured with wicked audacity to

tear away the veil with which it was covered ; but the

merits of the blessed Virgin Mary and the vengeance of

Heaven severely punished his rashness, for both his hands

and arms withered, which struck terror into the rest and

caused them to flee swiftly away.

XXIV.

—

The Church of Gethsemane.—The Church

of the Prayers (of our Saviour).—The High

Place where the Patriarch blesses the Palm

Branches.—The Way by which our Lord was

led Captive.

As you journey from thence to the southward, towards

the Mount of Olives, you meet with a church of no small

size, called Gethsemane, 1 into which our Saviour entered

1 The village of Gethsemane is mentioned by Abbot Daniel (xx.),

and by John of Wiirzburg (xviii.). No trace of it remains at the present

day.
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when He came out of the garden with His disciples, and

said to them, ' Sit ye here, while I go hither and pray.' 1

So as soon as you enter it you find a holy altar, and on the

left hand you enter into a subterranean grotto, and find

four places marked, in each of which three of the Apostles

lay and fell asleep. There is also on the left a great rock

at the angle of the entrance to the grotto, upon which

Christ pressed His fingers, leaving six2 holes imprinted on

it. Indeed, a little higher up, towards the Mount of Olives,

He offered up three prayers, in a place where now a new

church is being built.3 The place of one of these prayers

is in the left-hand apse, that of another in the midst of the

choir, and that of the third in the right-hand apse. In the

space intervening between Gethsemane and the places of

the prayers, on the side of the Mount of Olives, where the

crowds met our Lord with palm-branches, there is a high

place built up of stones, where on Palm Sunday the palm-

branches are blessed by the patriarch. It was near these

places that, while Jesus was trembling and falling, Judas

came with lanterns and torches and arms, and the officers

of the Jews arrested Him, led Him away, and brought Him

to the hall of the chief priest, or of Caiaphas. After they

had mocked Him there all night, they brought Him in the

morning before Pilate, His judge.

1 St. Mark xiv. 32.

2 John of Wurzburg says ' five.'

3 This account reads as though there were two churches. John of

Wiirzburg (viii.) speaks only of the Chapel of the Agony, and the 'new

church enclosing the place where our Lord prayed, in whose flooring

stand out three unwrought stones,' etc.
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XXV.— The Pavement1 on Mount Sion.— The
Chapel of our Lord, with the Column of

the Scourging.—The Church of Galilee.—
The Grotto into which Peter fled.—The
Via Dolorosa.

After he had asked Him many questions, Pilate caused

Him to be led to the judgment hall, and sat down, by

way of a judgment-seat, in the place which is called the

Pavement, which place is situated in front of the Church

of St. Mary, on Mount Sion, in a high place near the city

wall. Here is a holy chapel dedicated to our Lord Jesus

Christ, wherein stands a great part of the column round

which the Lord was bound by Pilate and ordered to be

scourged, after He had been condemned by him to be

crucified ; and there pilgrims in imitation of Him are wont

to be scourged. In front of the church, on a stone cut in

the likeness of a cross, these words are inscribed :
' This

place is called the "Pavement," and here the Lord was

judged.' Beyond this, towards the east on the right hand,

one descends from another part of the street down fifty

steps to the church called Galilee, 2 where are kept two

links of the chain with which St. Peter was bound.

Further on, on the left-hand side of the altar, one descends

by about sixty steps into a very dark subterranean grotto,

into which St. Peter fled after his denial of Christ, and hid

himself in the corner of it. There he is depicted sitting,

1 Tobler's admirable note makes it abundantly clear that in the

time of Theoderich, in the last days of the Frankish kingdom of

Jerusalem, the house of Pilate, the Praetorium, and the prison had been

confused with one another.

2 It was also called ' Gallicantus,' or ' In Gallicantu,' though this

name properly belonged to the Grotto of the Cock-crowing within

the church. Abbot Daniel (xlii.) says that thirty-two steps led down to

this grotto. See John of Wurzburg, ch. ix.
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resting his head upon his hands, while he weeps over his

holy Master's sufferings and his own denial of Him, while

the servant-maid threateningly presses on him, and the

cock stands and crows before his feet. This church is in

the hands of the Armenians.1 From hence our Lord was

led round about the city wall, where then there were

gardens and now are houses, and was crucified.2 For, as

the Apostle says, ' Our Lord suffered without the gate.'

Now, according to the best of our ability, we have told

what we learned with our own eyes about Christ and His

holy places. We shall now tell what is known about His

friends and about other places. After this we shall tell of

some things which were seen by ourselves, and some which

were related to us by others.

XXVI.—The Palace of Pilate.—The Church of

St. Anne.—The Pool of the Sheep-gate.—The
Church and Dwellings of the Lepers.—The
Great Cistern of the Hospitallers.—The
Church of St. Stephen.—The Hospice at the

Gate of St. Lazarus.—The Church of St.

Chariton.

By the side of the street which leads to the eastern gate

near the Golden Gate, beyond the house or palace of Pilate,

which we have already said adjoins the same street, stands

the Church of St. Anne, the mother of our Lady, St. Mary,

to whose tomb one descends into a subterranean grotto

by about twenty steps. Therein nuns serve God under the

rule of an abbess. He who goes on to its northern side

will find the Sheep-pool, which lies in a deep valley near a

1 John of Wiirzburg (ch. ix.) calls them Greeks.
2 The topographical points raised in this sentence are too complex

for discussion in a note. The chief authorities will be found in the

'Dictionary of the Bible,' art. 'Jerusalem.'
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rocky hill, crowned by some ancient building. This pool,

as we are told in the Gospel, has five porticos, in the

furthest of which stands the altar. Whosoever makes the

circuit of the city walls, beginning his journey at the Tower

of David, will find at the western angle of the city the

church and dwellings of the lepers, which are handsome,

and kept in good order. Passing by the great cistern of

the Hospitallers, before you reach the northern gate, you

find, upon a hill, the Church of St. Stephen,1 the proto-

martyr, who, when he was cast out of that gate and stoned

by the Jews, saw the heavens opened in that place. In the

midst of the church there is a place raised on steps en-

closed by an iron railing, in the midst of which is a holy

altar of a hollow form, which stands at the place where he

was stoned, and where the heavens opened above him.

This church is subject to the Abbot of St. Mary the Latin.

At the gate itself stands a venerable hospice, which in

Greek is called a xenodochium. When you have gone some

distance along this road, 2 taking the road to the left,

towards the east, you will find a church belonging to the

Armenians,3 wherein a saint named Chariton reposes, whose

bones are covered with flesh, as though he were alive.

XXVII.—The Mount of Olives.—The Church of

our Saviour* (or of the Ascension).—The
Little Church of St. Pelagia.—The Pater

Noster Church.

After this, as the time and hour of His ascension was

drawing near, our Lord climbed the Mount of Olives, stood

1 See Abbot Daniel, Appendix I.

2 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. xvi.

3 John of Wiirzburg calls them ' Syrians.'

4 ' In ecclesia Montis Oliveti est Abbas et monachi nigri,' ' Brocardi

Descriptio Terrae Sanctae,' a.d. 1230. He, as well as the Abbot of

Mount Sion, of the Temple, was a mitred abbot.



44 THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION.

there upon a great stone, and, in the sight of his Apostles,

and graciously bestowing upon them His blessing, ascended

into heaven. Now, the Mount of Olives, as we have

already said, is the highest of all the mountains which sur-

round the city. It abounds with fruits of all kinds, and

contains on its topmost point a church of the highest

sanctity dedicated to our Saviour. Indeed, in those parts

no consecration, beyond the height1 of the mountain itself,

is wont to be bestowed upon the places which have been

glorified by the presence of our Lord. One ascends into

the church by twenty great steps ; in the midst of the

church there stands a round structure, magnificently

decorated with Parian marble and blue marble, with a

lofty apex, in the midst whereof a holy altar is placed,

beneath which altar is to be seen the stone on which the

Lord is said to have stood when He ascended into heaven.

In the church Divine service is performed by canons. It is

strongly fortified against the infidels with towers both great

and small, with walls and battlements and night patrols.

As one comes out of the church one comes upon a little

church on the western side thereof, which is dark, being in

a subterranean grotto. When one has descended twenty-

five steps into this, one beholds, in a large stone coffin, the

body of St. Pelagia,2 who ended her life immured there in

the service of God. Also on the west, beside the road

which leads to Bethany, on the side of the Mount of Olives,

there is a church of great sanctity, on the place where the

Saviour sat when He was asked by His disciples how they

ought to pray, and taught them to pray, saying, ' Our

Father which art in heaven.' This He wrote for them

with His own hand. This writing is under the altar itself,

so that pilgrims may kiss it. From the middle of the

1 Text probably corrupt.—A. S.

2 The legend of St. Pelagia is recounted by Fabri, vol. i.
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church, also, a way leads down about thirty steps into a

subterranean grotto, in which the Lord is said to have

often sat and taught His disciples.

XXVIII.

—

Bethany.—The Church of St. Lazarus.—
The Church of Mary and Martha.—The Red
Cistern, with its Castle. — The Garden of

Abraham.—The Towers and House there.

So having finished Jerusalem, which in my story has the

same importance that the head has in the body, I must now

put in the other places and, as it were, limbs of this body.

Next comes Bethany, which also is fortified not less

by the nature of the ground than by the strength of the

works there. Here is a holy double church, one part

whereof is glorified by the body of St. Lazarus, whom our

Lord raised from the dead on the fourth day, and who ruled

the church at Jerusalem for fifteen years ; the other by

the remains of his sisters, Mary and Martha. Nuns serve

God there under an abbess. Here our Lord and Saviour

was frequently entertained as a guest. To the eastward,

beyond Bethany, at a distance of four miles from Jerusalem,

there stands on a mountain the Red Cistern, with a chapel

attached to it. Into this cistern Joseph is said to have

been thrown by his brethren. 1 Here the Templars have

built a strong castle.2 More than three miles further on

is the garden of Abraham, in a beauteous plain near the

Jordan, being half a mile from it. Its twofold extent3

includes a great plain watered by a beauteous brook.

1 John of Wiirzburg (ch. ii.) places this cistern on the plain of

Dothaim, between Genon and Sebaste, or Samaria.
2 Tobler has an interesting note on this passage. He is unable with

certainty to identify this site with that of the Templars' Bourg
Maledoin, which may either have been here or on the summit of

Quarantana.
5 The text here seems to be corrupt.



46 THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION.

The width of this plain extends as far as the Jordan,

and its length reaches down as far as the Dead Sea ; it

has soil fit for growing all manner of fruit, and abounds

in wood, which, however, is prickly like thistles. We saw

the garden itself, full of trees bearing innumerable apples,1

but of a small size ; and we also saw ripe barley there on

the Monday after Palm Sunday.

Many towers and large houses are possessed there by

the power of the Templars, whose practice, as also that of

the Hospitallers, is to escort pilgrims who are going to the

Jordan, and to watch that they be not injured by the

Saracens either in going or returning, or while passing the

night there.

[Tobler conjectures that here occurs a considerable lacuna

in the text.]

XXIX.

—

The Jordan.—The Mount Quarantana.—
The Fountain of Elisha.

A mile distant from hence is the Jordan, which, running

in a winding and twisting stream along the mountains

of Arabia, pours itself into the Dead Sea, and thereafter

appears no more. Between the Red Cistern and the afore-

said valley lies a frightful wilderness, into which our Lord

Jesus was brought that He might be tempted by the devil.

At the end of this wilderness is a terrible mountain, very

lofty, and so precipitous as to be almost inaccessible,2

which, while it rears its huge peak above, yawns with a

deep and gloomy valley below. This place the laity call

Quarantana, and we may call Quadragena, because it was

1 A vague term for fruit of all kinds.
2 It was for the purpose of defending the pilgrims down these

passes that, in 1118, the nine knights banded together who formed the

nucleus of the Order of the Templars. See Stanley's ' Sinai and
Palestine,' ch. vii., p. 314.



THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION. 47

here that our Lord sat fasting for forty days and forty

nights. The road to the place where our Lord sat goes

along the middle of the mountain's side, not straight,

but made crooked by many irregularities of the ground,

and being everywhere slippery, in some places forces

pilgrims to crawl on their hands. At the top is a gate,

and when you have passed through it and proceeded a

little way farther you will find a chapel built on to a

grotto, made by human labour, and dedicated to our Lady.

From hence you ascend by a toilsome path which leads

upwards without any steps; passing over the huge and

rugged clefts of the mountain, you enter another gate,

and, by a path which bends back again two several times,

you gradually arrive at a third gate. Passing through

this you will see a little altar dedicated to the holy cross,

and on the right hand of the little chapel which contains it

the sepulchre of a saint named Piligrinus, whose hand,

still covered with flesh, is shown there.

Now, ascending by about sixteen steps to the top, you

will find on the east side a holy altar, and on the west

the holy place itself where our Lord sat, and, as we have

already said, fasted forty days and nights, and where, after

His fast, angels ministered unto Him. This place is

situated in the middle of the mountain, for its peak reaches

upwards as far as its depth opens downwards.

On its summit may be seen a huge rock, on which the

devil is said to have sat while he tempted Him. From
this mountain a view extends to a great distance beyond

Jordan into Arabia, and even the frontier of Egypt beyond

the Dead Sea may be seen. The crest of Mount Quaran-

tana and its subterranean caves are full of victuals and

arms belonging to the Templars, who can have no stronger

fortress or one better suited for the annoyance of the

infidels. As one ascends or descends this mountain, that
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is to say, at its foot, a great fountain 1 bubbles forth, which

supplies the Garden of Abraham and the whole plain

round about with water. There, on the plain which is

watered by the brook running from this fountain, pilgrims,

as we have already said, are wont to pass the night, that

they may go on to Quarantana to pray, and may wash

themselves in the waters of the Jordan. They are pro-

tected on three sides by the garden itself from the ambus-

cades of the infidels ; on the fourth side they are guarded

by patrols of the Hospitallers and Templars.

XXX.

—

The Place on the Banks of the Jordan

where our Lord was baptized.—The Church
and Convent.—The Castle of the Templars.—
Jericho.—The Mountains of Gilboa.

When our humble selves also had visited this place in

order to pray there, desiring to wash in the waters of

Jordan with the rest, we descended the mountain after sun-

set, just as darkness was coming on ; and, looking out

from its heights over the flat plain below us, we saw,

according to our reckoning, more than sixty thousand men

standing thereon, almost all of them carrying candles in

their hands—all of whom could be seen by the infidels

from the mountains of Arabia beyond Jordan. Indeed,

there was a still larger number of pilgrims in Jerusalem

who had recently visited this place.

In the very place where our Lord was baptized by John

there is a great stone, whereon our Saviour is said to have

stood while He was being baptized, and thus the water of

1 The Fountain of Elisha. ' No one,' says Mr. Grove, ' who has

visited the site of Jericho, can forget how prominent a feature in the

scene are the two perennial springs which, rising at the base of the

steep hills of Quarantana behind the town, send their streams across

the plain towards the Jordan, 1
etc.
—'Dictionary of the Bible,' art.

'Elisha' ; 2 K. ii. 15-19.
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the Jordan came to Him, but He did not enter it. On the

very bank of Jordan a church is built, in which six monks

who inhabited it were beheaded by Sanginus,1 the father of

Noradin. There is here a strong castle of the Templars.

As you return by the direct path from the Jordan to

Jerusalem, on the flat plain before you enter the mountain

district, you come upon Jericho, past which flows a brook

which runs down from the mountains of Jerusalem, and

which is now reduced to a small town. It is, however,

situated in a fertile soil, where all fruits soon ripen.

Many roses grow there which expand a lavish abundance

of petals. Wherefore the comparison, ' Like a rose planted

in Jericho,' befits our Lady. It also is remarkable for

large and excellent grapes. This place is under the juris-

diction of the Church of St. Lazarus in Bethany, but much

of the land lies uncultivated on account of the inroads of

the Saracens. To the north of this road, on the right hand,

the Mountains of Gilboa, by the side of the aforesaid

plain, can be clearly seen.

XXXI.

—

The Desert2 Elim.—The Valley of Moses,
—The Mountains of Sinai, Hor, Abarim, and
the Mount Royal.—The Place where the
Children of Israel passed over the Jordan.

The desert through which the Lord once led the children

of Israel, after they had come up from the Red Sea, lies

1 'Zenghi (1 127- 1 145) proved his first arms against the Franks in

the defeat of Antioch. Thirty campaigns in the service of the caliph

and sultan established his military fame. . . . After a siege of

twenty-five days he stormed the city of Edessa, and recovered from

the Franks their conquests beyond the Euphrates. The corruption of

his name into Sanguin afforded the Latins a comfortable allusion to

his sanguinary character and end :
" Fit sanguine sanguinolentus."

Gul. Tyr.,xvi. 4, 5, 7.'— Gibbon, ch. lix.

2 Here begins the ' old compendium,' which is copied by Theoderich,

John of Wurzburg, and Eugesippus Fretillus with great uniformity.

4
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between Egypt and Arabia. It was there that He fed

them, as we read (in the Bible), with bread from heaven,

and brought forth water out of the rock for them. But

the desert in which the children of Israel found twelve

wells of water and three-score and ten palm-trees is on the

borders of Arabia, and is called Elim. 1 In Arabia, also,

there is a valley which is called the valley of Moses,2

because he therein twice struck the rock with his staff, and

brought forth water from the rock for the people, from

which fountain the whole land is now watered. In the

same district is the Mount Sinai on which Moses fasted

forty days and nights, and also received thereon the law

written by the finger of God upon stone tables. Mount

Hor, upon which Aaron was buried, is in Arabia, as like-

wise is Mount Abarim, upon which the Lord buried

Moses, whose tomb, however, is not to be found. There

is also in Arabia a mountain which is called the Mount

Royal,3 which Baldwin, King of Jerusalem, conquered in

war and placed under the dominion of the Christians.

These are the boundaries and provinces through which

the children of Israel passed when they came up out of

Egypt and had passed over the Red Sea, slaying Sihon,

King of the Emoreans, and Och, the King of Basan, which

countries lie between Idumaea and Arabia ; crossed the

Jordan at the very place where Christ was baptized, and

having taken Jericho on the plain, gained possession of the

promised land, as we are told. At the time of the passage

of the children of Israel Arabia was so utter a wilderness

that it had not even any distinguishing name.

Theoderich resumes his personal narrative with the words, ' These are

the boundaries,' etc.

1 Exod. xv. 27. "- Wady Mousa.
3 Monreal,
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XXXII.

—

The Valley of Ennon, near Jerusalem—
The New Cistern.—The Chapel of St. Mary,

where she was wont to rest.—Chabratha, the
Tomb of Rachel.

Whosoever passes out of the western gate of the city

near the Tower of David, and directs his path towards the

south, will pass through the valley of Ennon,1 which skirts

two sides of the city near the new cistern ; and at the

distance of more than half a mile he will arrive at a chapel

of special sanctity, dedicated to our blessed Lady Mary,

where she was often wont to rest when she journeyed from

Bethlehem to Jerusalem. At its door stands a cistern,2 at

which passers-by are wont to refresh themselves. Beyond

this is a field in which lie numberless heaps of stones,

which the simple pilgrims delight in collecting there,

because they say that on the Day of Judgment they will

take their seats upon them. Close by is the place which

is called Chabratha, where Rachel, the wife of Jacob, died

after she had brought forth Benjamin. After she had been

buried there Jacob piled up twelve stones over her grave,

and now a pyramid stands there to which her name is

attached.

XXXIII.—Bethlehem.—The Church of St. Mary.
—The Chapel of the Nativity.—The Manger.—
The Tomb of Joseph of ArimatHea and St.

Jerome.—The Place where ' Glory to God in

the Highest' was sung.

Next comes the famous city of Bethlehem, in which,

according to the' predictions of the prophets, our dearest

Lord Jesus Christ was born man, wherein is a holy church3

1 See ch. iii.

2 The Birket es Sultan. See Teller's note.

3 See Stanley's ' Sinai and Palestine,' ch. xiv., 32, p. 439.

4—2



52 THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION.

honoured by the distinction of being a bishop's cathedral

church. The high altar is dedicated to our blessed Lady

Mary. At the extremity of the right-hand apse, by the

side of the door, one descends by twenty-five1 steps into

a subterranean grotto, where is a holy altar of a hollow

form, having a cross marked upon the ground. This altar

consists of four small columns, which support a large piece

of marble. Upon this place are written the following two

verses

:

' Of angels' virtues chief beyond compare

A virgin here the Very God did bear.'

On the right hand, or towards the west, in this same cave

one descends four steps, and so comes to the manger,

wherein once not only lay hay for cattle, but food for angels

was found. The manger itself has been encased in white

marble, with three round holes on the upper part, through

which pilgrims offer to the manger their long-wished-for

kisses. This crypt is, moreover, beautifully decorated

with mosaic work. Above the cave stands a holy chapel

vaulted in a double form, wherein on the south side is

a holy altar, and on the west the tomb of Joseph of

Arimathea is shown in the wall. Not far from the manger

of the Lord is the tomb of St. Jerome, whose body is said

to have been translated from thence by Theodosius the

Younger to Constantinople. On the roof of the church

itself a star of well-gilded copper glitters on the end of

a lance, in allusion to the three Magi, who, as we read in

the Gospel, came thither by the leading of a star, and,

finding the Child Jesus there with Mary his Mother, adored

Him. A mile from Bethlehem the angel appeared to the

shepherds, and the glory of the Lord shone round about

them, where also appeared a multitude of the heavenly

host, singing ' Glory to God in the highest.'

1 Phocas, ch. xxii., says 'sixteen.'
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XXXIV.—Hebron.—The Double Cave.—The Red
Earth.—Mambre.—The Oak.

Further on, towards the south, near the Dead Sea, is

Hebron, where Adam, after he was driven out of Paradise,

is said to have dwelt and been buried. This city was a

city of priests in the tribe of Juda, and was a dwelling-

place of giants, and was in olden days called Cariatharbe,

or the 'city of four,' because four venerable patriarchs are

buried there in a double cave—that is to say, Adam, the

first created man ; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the three

patriarchs ; and their four wives, Eva, Sara, Rebecca, and

Lya. This city was before this named Arbe, and in its

territory—that is, at the extremity of it—there was a

double cave looking towards Mambre, which Abraham

bought for a price from Ephron, the son of Seor the

Hittite. In the country near the city is found the red

earth, which is dug up by the inhabitants and eaten and

exported to Egypt. Of this earth Adam is said to have

been made. Now this earth, however much of it may be

dug out in extent or in depth, is said to be restored next

year as much as it was before, by the Divine power. Near

this city is the mountain Mambre, at whose foot stands

the oak which the moderns call 'dirps,' 1 beneath which

Abraham beheld three angels and adored one, and hos-

pitably entertained them. This oak lasted until the time

of the Emperor Theodosius, and from its trunk or root

another has grown, which, although partly withered, still

exists, and is so wholesome that as long as a horseman

holds a piece of it in his hands his horse will not founder.

Hebron was the first place reached by Caleb and Joshua

1 Probably an attempt to render the Arabic word duleb or dulb—
' oak.'
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and their ten companions, who were sent by Moses from

Cadesbarne to spy out the Promised Land. This city was

afterwards the cradle of the kingdom of David, who by

the Divine command reigned therein for seven years.

XXXV.—The Sepulcfire of Lot.—The Lake As-

PHALTITES.— SEGOR.—THE STATUE OF SALT. —
CARNAIM.

Two miles from Hebron was the sepulchre of Lot,

Abraham's nephew. Ten miles from Hebron, towards the

east, is the Lake Asphaltites, which is also called the

' Dead Sea,' because it receives into itself nothing living, or

the ' Sea of the Devil,' because at his instigation the four

cities of Sodom, Gomorra, Seboim, and Adima went on in

their wickedness and were burned with fire of brimstone

from heaven, and were sunk in this lake, which rose in the

place of the aforesaid cities. The water of this pool is

shocking from its hideous colour, and its stench drives

away those who approach it. Once a year, on the anniver-

sary of the destruction of those cities, stones and wood and

things of other kinds are seen to float upon the surface of

the lake, in testimony of their ruin.

Near the lake is the city of Segor, which is also called

Bala and Cara, which was saved from destruction by the

prayers of Lot, and remains to this day. As Lot went out

of it his wife looked back, and was turned into a statue of

salt, which endures unto this day, and which, as it grows

smaller when the moon is waning, so also increases in size

when she waxes, and has its face turned behind its back.

This lake also produces bitumen, which is called Jews'

pitch, and is of great use to sailors. Round about its banks

is likewise found alum, which the Saracens call 'katranum.'

Moreover, above the lake, as one goes down to Arabia, is
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the city of Carnaim, on the mountain of the Moabites, upon

which Balac, the son of Beor, the King of the Moabites,

placed Balaam, the seer, to curse the children of Israel

:

which mountain, on account of its steep precipice, is called

' Cut off.' This lake divides Judaea from Arabia.

XXXVI.—Gaza.—Ascalon—Joppe.—Arimathia.—
The Field of Abacuc.

Ten miles westward from Hebron, on the shore of the

Mediterranean Sea, stands Gaza, which is now called

Gazara, wherein Samson did many great deeds, and carried

away its gates by night. Eight miles from Gaza, on the

shore of the Mediterranean Sea, is Ascalon, a very strongly

fortified city. These cities used to stand in Palestine, or,

rather, in the country of the Philistines. On the shore of

the same Mediterranean Sea is Joppe, wherein the Apostle

Peter raised Tabitha from the dead, and which the moderns

call Jafis. Near it is Arimathia, from which came Joseph,

the noble counsellor,1 who buried Christ. There, also, that

is, in the land of Juda, is the field where Abacuc the prophet

was carried off by an angel when he had kneaded bread in

a trough, and was going into the field to take it to the

reapers, and was carried away to Babylon, that he might

take food to Daniel in the den of lions.2

XXXVII.—The Charnel-house of the Lion, near

Jerusalem.

As you go out of the Holy City towards the west, by

the gate near the Tower of David, on the right hand there

is a path which leads to a chapel, wherein one descends by

1 Decurio.
2 This legend is mentioned by Johannes Poloner, ' De Civitatibus et

Locis Terrae Sanctae.'—See ' Dictionary of the Bible,' s.v. ' Habakkuk.
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about one hundred steps, into a very deep subterranean

cave, and finds the bodies of numberless pilgrims, which are

said to have been brought thither in the following manner

:

All the pilgrims who came one year to pray, as usual,

found the city full of Saracens, and being, therefore, unable

to enter it, besieged those who were in the city. But as

they had neither food nor arms sufficient for the accom-

plishment of so arduous a feat, they began to be in great

straits for want of provisions. While they were thus in

want, the Saracens, seeing that they were unable to resist,

suddenly sallied forth from the city, and put them all to the

sword. Now, as a stench arose from the corpses of so

many men, they determined to burn them all ; but that

same night a lion appeared, sent from God, who cast all the

bodies into that cave, which has a narrow mouth. Every

particle of them may be carried across the sea ; indeed,

when it is put on board, the ships are said to go home of

their own accord.

XXXVIII.—The Church of the Holy Cross.—The
Place in the Wood, or of St. John. — The
Mountains of Modin, or Belmont.—Emmaus, or

Fontenoid.—The Mountains of Sophim.—Rama-

tha.—Bethoron.—Silo, or the Mountain of

the Holy Samuel.

Next, beyond a certain mountain, follows a most fruitful

and beautiful valley, wherein stands a noble church, dedi-

cated to our Lord Jesus and to His beloved Mother, wherein,

under an open altar, men worship the holy place in which

stood the trunk of the tree from which was cut the cross

whereon the Saviour hung for our salvation. This church

belongs to the Syrians, and is strongly fortified with towers,

walls, and battlements, against the treacherous attacks of
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the infidels ; it is, moreover, adorned with houses, dining-

rooms, chambers, and dwellings of all kinds, suitable for all

kinds of uses, raised high aloft in stonework. This tree is

said to have been cut down by King Solomon, who marked

it with the figure of the cross, and put it away in a fitting

place, to await the coming of the Saviour, because he fore-

saw in the spirit that salvation would be brought to the

world through Christ's death. From thence one passes on

to St. John's, or to the place which is called ' In the Wood,'

where his father, Zacharias, and his mother, Elizabeth,

lived, and where St. John himself was born, where also St.

Mary, after she had received the salutation of the angel at

Nazareth, came and saluted St. Elizabeth. Near this place

are the mountains of Modin, upon which Mathathias sat

with his sons when Antiochus took the city and the children

of Israel by storm. These mountains are called by the

moderns Belmont. Near these mountains is the castle of

Emmaus, which the moderns call Fontenoid, where the

Lord appeared to two of His disciples on the very day of

His resurrection. Not far from hence are the mountains

of Ephraim, which are called Sophim ; and soon comes

Ramatha, a great city, which is now called Rames, of which

Helchana, the father of the prophet Samuel, and Anna, his

mother, were natives. Near the Sophim is Bethoron,

which now is called Beter. On the right hand, or western

side of that district, two miles from Jerusalem, one ascends

the mount Silo, from which springs of sweet water flow into

the valleys beneath it. There the ark of the covenant of

the Lord remained from the entering in of the children of

Israel into the Promised Land, until the time of Heli the

priest, in whose time the ark itself was forced by the sins

of the Hebrews to be captured by the Philistines and kept

by them until, struck by a scourge from heaven, they placed

this same ark on a waggon and unwillingly brought it back
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to Bethsames,1 seven months after it had been captured.

Here, as the anger of the Lord raged fiercely against both

the priests and the people because they had kept the ark,

the men of Cariathiarim, 2 or Gabaa, came and took it away

from Bethsames, and kept it in their own country ; and

afterwards King David and all Israel brought it away with

singing and hymns of praises, and deposited it in the city

of David, on the mount Sion. After this, when King

Solomon had built the Temple of the Lord, as aforesaid, on

Mount Moria, where the threshing-floor of Areuna the

Jebusite had been, he placed the ark in the Temple. In

Silo, also, the prophet Samuel was buried, whence changing

its former name, the place was called St. Samuel's, and

there dwells there a convent of professed monks, called

gray monks.3

XXXIX.

—

Lydda.—Cacho.—Caesarea of Palestine.

—Mount Caipha (Carmel) and the Town.

Six miles to the west of Silo, on the plain, is Lydda,

the burial-place, according to tradition, of St. George the

Martyr. Wherefore the place has lost its ancient name,

and is called St. George's by the moderns. From hence

one goes down by the way which leads towards Achon, or

Ptolemais, through a pleasant and beauteous plain which

extends between the mountains and the flat country by

1 Beth-shemesh. i Sam. vi.

2 Kirjath-jearim. 2 Sam. vi.

3 Praemonstratensians. In the ' Voiage Nouveau de la Terre Sainte,'

A.D. 1670, par ' Le Seigneur de la Croix, there is an interesting

account of the order of Montjoie. ' This order derives its origin from

some pious Christians who built a strong dwelling on a mountain
between Rama and Jerusalem, called Montjoie, because it was from

thence that the Crusaders first saw the Holy City. They used to help

pilgrims on their way. They lived under the rule of St. Basil, and
wore a green (?) gown with a star-shaped green cross,' says De la

Croix, who adds that they subsequently migrated to Spain.
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the seashore ; whereon are many cities and towns, both

new and old. Among these are Caphar Gamala, Caphar

Semala, a fortress which the moderns call Cacho, which is

situated in a very fertile valley, the fortified town which

is now called Caesarea of Palestine, and was once called

the Tower of Strato, and the Mountain of Caipha,1 near

which stand a half-ruined town of the same name.

Herein it is said that the thirty pieces of silver were

made which were given to the traitor Judas as the price of

the blood of Christ ; and on the top of the mountain there

is a castle of the Templars, which enables mariners to

recognise the mainland from a distance.

XL.

—

The New Castle of Accaron.—The Grove of

Palms.—Ptolemais.

Further on by the seashore, opposite Accaron, a great

castle of that name stands in a rich country, and is called

the New Castle.2 Near it is a very large grove of palm-

trees, and three miles further on is Ptolemais itself, a great,

rich, and populous city. However, the harbour, or road-

stead, of Ptolemais is difficult and dangerous of access

when the wind blows from the south, and the shores

tremble under the continual shocks which they receive

from the waves, which are there heaped into great masses.

For since the fury of the sea is not broken by the inter-

vention of any mountain, the terrible waves boil over more

than a stone's-throw on to the land. In this city the

Templars have built a large house of admirable workman-

ship by the seashore, and the Hospitallers likewise have

founded a stately house there. Wherever the ships of

pilgrims may have landed them, they are all obliged to

1 Haifa.
2 This, Tobler thinks, can hardly be identified with the ' Chasteau-

neuf of Wilken (i., suppl., pp. 35"38)-



60 THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION.

repair to the harbour of this city to take them home again

on their return from Jerusalem. Indeed, in the year when

we were there—on the Wednesday in Easter week—we

counted eighty ships in the port besides the ship called a

' buss,' on board of which we sailed thither and returned.

Along the road which leads from Jerusalem through the

aforementioned places to Ptolemais one meets with many

deserted cities and castles, which were destroyed by

Vespasian and Titus ; but one also sees very strongly

fortified castles, which belong to the Templars and Hos-

pitallers.

XLI.

—

The Little Church at the Spot from

whence Pilgrims first see Jerusalem.— The
Village of Mahumeria1 and the Church of

St. Mary. — Another Village.— Sichem, or

Neapolis.—The Saracens.

Two miles from the Holy City, on the northern side,

there is a little church at the place where pilgrims, filled

with great joy at their first sight of the city, are wont to

lay down their crosses, and also take off their shoes and

humbly strive to seek Him who deigned for their sakes to

come thither poor and humble. Three miles from hence

is a large village called Mahumeria2 by the moderns, where

close by a church dedicated to St. Mary stands a great

cross of hewn stone, raised upon seven steps ; which steps

are ascended by pilgrims, who from thence behold, not

without groans, the Tower of David, standing, as aforesaid,

on the mount Sion, at a distance of more than four miles:

1 Burckhard, quoted by Tobler on the subject of the mosque at

Hebron, says: 'Sed de ecclesia cathedrali fecerunt Saraceni Mar-

mariam (Sonst Mahomeria, Moschee),' etc. Toble^s Theoderich,

p. 213. See John of Wiirzburg, ch. iv., note.

2 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. iv.
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The old name of this village has escaped my memory.

Eight miles from hence another great village stands on a

lofty mountain height, whence by a precipitous path one

descends through a beauteous and boundless plain and

over some other mountains to a very strongly fortified city,

which in ancient days was called Sichem, or Sichar, but

now is called Neapolis, or the New City. As we passed

along this road we were met by a multitude of Saracens,

who were proceeding with bullocks and asses to plough up

a great and beauteous plain, and who, by the hideous yells

which they thundered forth, as is their wont whenever

they set about any work, struck no small terror into us.

Indeed, numbers of the infidels dwell there throughout the

country, as well in the cities and castles as in the villages,

and till the ground under the safe-conduct of the King of

Jerusalem or that of the Templars or Hospitallers.

XLII—Sichem again.—The Well and Church of

Jacob.—Cain and Abel.—The Terebinth of

Rachel.—Bethel, or Luza.—Mounts Gerizim

and Ebal.

The aforementioned city of Neapolis is situated in

Samaria, and abounds in springs and rivers, vineyards,

oliveyards, and trees of all kinds, while its soil is fertile

and excellently cultivated. When our Lord Jesus came

hither, being weary with His journey, He sat down beside

the spring, where He talked with the woman of Samaria.

Now, the well upon which our Lord sat is half a mile

distant from the city, and stands in front of the altar in a

church which has been built over it, wherein God is served

by nuns. This well is known as Jacob's Well, and stands

upon the land which he gave to his son Joseph. This city

was once destroyed by the sons of Jacob, who slew Sichem,
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its prince, the son of Hamor, the Hivite, because he had

ravished Dinah, their sister. This city stands between Dan

and Bethel, and in it Jeroboam, King of Israel, made two

golden calves, whereof he set up one in Dan and the other

in Bethel. Near Sichem are two mountains ; one, whereon

Cain is said to have offered sacrifice to God of the fruits of

the earth, dry and desert ; the other, whereon Abel like-

wise offered sacrifice to God of the fatlings of his flock,

rich in trees and plenteous in fruits of all kinds. To Sichem

were brought the bones of Joseph from Egypt, and near it

is the terebinth beneath which his mother Rachel hid

the idols which she had stolen from Laban, her father.

A mile to the eastward thereof is Bethel, which before was

called Luza, where Isaac's sacrifice by his father Abraham

took place, and where also Jacob, sleeping with his head

laid upon a stone, beheld the ladder reaching up to heaven

and the angels of God ascending and descending by it,

and the Lord Himself standing above the same. Close by

one sees the mount Gerizim, over against the mount

Hebal, from which Moses ordained that the people should

be blessed or cursed according as they had deserved.

XLIIL—Samaria or Sebaste.—The Crypt of Heli-

saeus and abdia. — the sepulchres of the

Seventy Prophets.

Six miles from hence is Samaria, also called Sebaste,

which the moderns call St. John's, and which stands on a

strong though not high mount. From it the province of

Samaria itself has received its name, and its great ruins

give it the appearance of a city. It is rich in its soil, and

plenteous in vineyards and all fruits. In this place the

disciples of St. John the Baptist 1 buried the body of their

master, after his head had been cut off by Herod the

1 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. ii.
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Younger in the castle of Machaerunta, as a present for

a dancing girl. It is said to have been afterwards

burned by Julian the Apostate. His head, however, was
first carried to Alexandria, was translated thence to an

island called Rhodos, and was afterwards removed to

Constantinople by the Emperor Theodosius. Moreover,

a piece of his arm is preserved there, and is held most

sacred. He was buried in the crypt between the prophets

Helisaeus and Abdia, in the cave in which that prophet

once fed seventy prophets, who are also buried there. One
goes into it down thirty-five steps.

XLIV.

—

Ginaea.— Jezrahel. — The Mountains of

Gilboa.—Scythopolis.—The Castle of Sapham.
—Mount Hermon.—Another Castle.

Ten miles from hence is the town of Genin,1 at which

place Samaria begins. Five miles from Genin is Jezrahel,

which is now called Ad Cursum Gallinarum. Here dwelt

Naboth, who was stoned for the sake of his vineyard by

that most impious woman Jezabel, whom afterwards Jehu

caused to be trampled upon by his horses' feet there.

Near Jezrahel is the field of Mageddo, wherein Ozias, King

of Juda, was conquered and slain by the King of Samaria.

Many ruins of this city are still to be seen, as also a

pyramid called by the name of Jezabel. A mile from

Jezrahel to the eastward are seen the mountains of Gilboa.

Two miles from it stands the city which once was called

Bethsan, or ' The House of God,' and which is now called

Scythopolis, upon whose wall we read that the heads of

Saul and of his sons were hung when the strangers

(Philistines) had slain them in war. This city marks the

eastern border of Galilee, whose capital it is. In its

1 The Arabic Dschenin, See John of Wiirzburg, ch. L, note.
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neighbourhood, on a lofty mountain, the Hospitallers have

built a very strong and spacious castle, that they may
protect the land on this side the Jordan against the

treacherous attacks of Noradin, the despot of Aleppo.

There is also close by, on the west, a castle of the Templars,

named Sapham, strongly fortified to repel the inroads of

the Turks. Beyond this, towards the Mediterranean, is

Mount Hermon, at the foot of which, on the west side, the

Templars have built a castle of no small size, in whose

grounds they have made a large cistern with a wheeled

machine for drawing water.

XLV.

—

Tiberias.—The Place called the Table.—
The Sea of Galilee.—The Mountain whereon
our Lord was wont to pass the Night.—
paneas, or belinas. — jor and dan. — the
Jordan.—The Plain of Medan.—The Valley in

the Fields.

Beyond this come most beauteous and most fertile

plains, at the end of which, towards the north, stands the

city of Tiberias upon the Sea of Galilee, where our Lord

satisfied five thousand men with five loaves and three

fishes. Hence this place is called the Table, and traces

of the miracle may be seen there to this day. Near, also, is

the place at which the Lord appeared to His disciples

after His resurrection, and ate part of a fish and a honey-

comb in their presence. Here is that Sea of Galilee upon

which our Lord came walking to His disciples about the

fourth watch of the night, when, as Peter walked upon the

waves and was beginning to sink, He took him by the

hand, and said :
' Oh, thou of little faith, wherefore didst

thou doubt ?' Here also, at another time, when His

disciples were in danger, He made the sea quiet. Near the

same sea, not far from Tiberias, is that mountain into
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which He ascended, seeing a multitude, whereon He often

sat and addressed His disciples and the people, and on

which He was wont to pass the night. Here also He
deigned to heal the leper. At the foot of the mount

Libanus, which is the boundary of Galilee towards the

north, is the city of Paneas, which being afterwards rebuilt

by Philip, the tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of

Traconitis, was called Caesarea Philippi, in memory of his

own name and likewise in honour of Tiberius Caesar, under

whom he governed. This city, which is called Belinas by

the moderns, was rescued from the infidels, in the year

1 161 since the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, by the

Christians, who have established a garrison of their own

people in it. In this country two springs, to wit, Jor and

Dan, both rise, which flow separately as far as the

mountain of Gibel, and there form the Jordan. The

Jordan, as has been said in former chapters, flows from the

Gibel mountains to the lake Asphaltites through the

valley which is called ' The Great Valley,' or ' The Valley

of the Meadows/ which is bounded on both sides by a

continuous chain of mountains from Libanus to the desert

of Pharan. Its course divides Galilee from Idumaea and

the land of Bosra, which is the second capital of the

Idumaeans, next to Damascus. Dan from its source flows

underground as far as the plain named Medan, where it

displays its channel quite openly. An innumerable

multitude of people assemble on this plain every year at

the beginning of summer, bringing with them all manner

of things for sale, and with them come a vast number of

Parthians and Arabs to protect the people and their flocks,

which remain in those parts throughout the summer.

After leaving this plain, Dan passes through Sueta, in

which the monument of the blessed Job still exists, and is

held sacred by the inhabitants. Thence it flows towards

5
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Galilee of the Gentiles to the city of Cedar, passes by the

plain of the thorns,1 where the medicinal places are, and

joins (its waters to those of) Jor. The Jordan, however,

flows out of the lake far away from Paneas, and after

passing between Bethsaida and Capharnaum through the

Sea of Galilee, makes a fresh start.

XLVI.

—

Bethsaida.— Cedar.—Chorazain.—Caphar-

naum.—Bethulia.—The Lake of Gennesareth.
— Magdalum.— Cinnereth (Tibekias).—Mount
Tabor.—Nain.—Endor.

This is Bethsaida to which Peter and Andrew, John, and

James the son of Alphaeus belonged. Four miles from

Bethsaida is Chorazain, in which it is believed that Anti-

christ will be born, because the Lord rebuked them, saying,

' Woe to thee, Chorazain ! woe to thee, Bethsaida !' Five

miles from Chorazain is Cedar, a fine city, of which the

prophet saith in the Psalm, ' I have had my dwelling with

the inhabitants of Cedar.' Capharnaum, also on the right-

hand side of the same sea, is the city of the centurion

whose child our Lord raised from death. Four miles from

Tiberias is the city of Bethsaida, whence came Judith who

slew Holofernes. Four miles from Tiberias, towards the

south, is Dothaim, where Joseph found his brethren. On
the left-hand side of the same sea, in the hollow of a moun-

tain, the little plain of Gennesareth juts out, which, since

being on all sides surrounded by hills it feels no wind that

blows, is said to make a wind for itself by the emission of

its own breath. Two miles from Gennesareth is the town

Magdalum, from which came the Magdalen. This province

is called Galilee of the Gentiles, and is in the tribes of

1 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. xx. init., and ch. xxv. fin.; and
Stanley's ' Sinai and Palestine,' ch. xi.
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Zebulon and Nephthalim. In the upper parts of this

Galilee are those twenty cities which King Solomon is said

in the Book of Kings to have given to Hiram, King of

Tyre. Two miles from Magdalum is Cinereth, which is

also called Tiberias, of which we have already spoken.

Five miles to the west of Tiberias is Mount Tabor, 1 of

great height, whereon our Lord Jesus Christ was trans-

figured in the presence of His disciples. On this mountain

a glorious church has been built and dedicated to the

Saviour, in which monks serve God under an abbot. It is

said that the service of Mass was celebrated for the first

time in this church. On the skirts of this mountain

Melchisedech, the priest of the most high God, and King

of Salem, met Abraham as he was returning from the

slaughter of Abimelech, and offered him bread and wine.2

Two miles from Tabor is the city of Nain, at whose gate

our Lord raised up the widow's son from death and

restored him to her. Above Nain is Mount Endor, at

whose foot, on the banks of the brook Cadumim, which is

the brook Cison, Barach, the son of Abinoem, acting by the

advice of Debora the prophetess, triumphed over Jabin,

King of the Idumaeans, and Sisara, the captain of his

host, pursued Zeb and Zebee and Salmanna, the kings of

the Ismahelites, Agarenes, Amalechites and Amonites,

across the Jordan, and on his return from pursuing them

found Sisara himself slain by Jahel, the wife of Heber the

Cinaeite, with a nail, driven through his temple into the

ground.3

1 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. i., and the description of Mount Tabor

from Greek sources in Phocas (pp. 13, 14), and Abbot Daniel (p. 66).

2 Gen. xiv. 18 sqq.

3 Judges iv., v. ; Ps. lxxxiii. 12. See also Stanley's 'Sinai and

Palestine,' p. 340.

5-2
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XLVII.—Nazareth.—The Church of St. Mary—
The Grotto of the Annunciation.—The Tomb
of Joseph.—The Birthplace of the Blessed

Mary.—The Miracle wrought at the Fountain

of Gabriel.—The ' Place of the Casting Down.'

Four miles from Tabor towards the west, on the road

which leads to Accon, stands the most glorious city of

Nazareth, in which is a venerable church, which enjoys the

honour of being the cathedral church of a bishop, and

which is dedicated to our blessed Lady Mary. In the left-

hand apse of this church one descends by about fourteen

steps into a subterranean grotto, in which at the east end

there is a small cross marked on the ground beneath an

open altar, which marks the place at which the angel

Gabriel delivered the message of Christ to our Lady. On
the left hand of this altar, that is, to the north thereof, her

husband Joseph, the bringer-up of the Saviour, lies buried.

Over him is placed an altar. On the right hand, that is,

on the south side, there is a place with a small cross marked

on the ground, and arched above, wherein the blessed

Mother of God came forth from her mother's womb at her

birth. All men tell of a great and wondrous miracle about

this city, that whenever the infidels attempt to attack it,

they are stricken with blindness or some such plague from

heaven, and are forced to desist. A fountain in this city

flows forth through a spout fashioned in marble like the

mouth of a lion,1 from which the child Jesus often used to

draw water and take it to His mother. This fountain is

said to derive its origin from the following events : Once

when the boy Jesus came to draw water from the cistern His

pitcher was broken by His comrades in their play, and He
1 I have given the probable meaning of the corrupt cupellum, hoc

est leonis de marmore, etc.—A. S.



THEODERICH'S DESCRIPTION. 69

drew the water and carried it to His Mother in the lap of

His tunic. As she refused to drink it, as He did not seem

to have brought it in a sufficiently cleanly manner, He, as

though in a rage, flung it out of His lap on to the ground

;

and from the place where it fell the fountain which still

flows is said to have burst forth. A mile to the south of

Nazareth is the place which is called the 'Place of the

Casting Down,' because the Jews wished to cast Christ

down it when He passed through the midst of them and

went His way.

XLVIII. — Sepphoris. — Chana of Galilee. — The
Castle of the Templars. — Ptolemais. — The
Road which leads from thence to Jerusalem

by the Mountains, and the Road which leads

to Jerusalem by the Seaside.

Two miles from Nazareth is Sepphoris, a fortified city

on the road to Accon. Hence came the blessed Anna, the

mother of the Mother of Christ. Four miles from Nazareth,

two miles from Sepphoris towards the east, is Chana1 of

Galilee, from whence came Philip and Nathanael, and

where our Lord turned water into wine. Also three miles

from Sepphoris on the road to Accon is a very strong

castle of the Templars, and a little more than three miles

further is Accon, or Ptolemais, itself. Now, this road which

leads from Accon, through Nazareth, Samaria, and Neapolis,

to Jerusalem, is called the Upper Road ; and that which leads

from Accon through Caesarea and Lydda to Jerusalem is

called the Seaside Road.

1 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. i., note.
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XLIX.—Damascus.—Hus.

—

Sueta.— Theman.—Naa-

man.— Arphat. — Amat. — Sepharnaim. — The
Brook Jabok.— Mount Seir.—The Place where
Saul was converted into Paul.—The Rivers

Pharphar and Abana.—The Plain Archas.—
Antioch.

Arabia joins Idumaea in the district of Bosra. Idumaea

is a province of Syria. Damascus is the chief city of the

Idumaeans, and is the city which Eliazar, the servant of

Abraham, built in the field in which Cain slew his brother

Abel. In Damascus once (lived) Esau and Seir and Edom,1

after whom all that land is called Idumaea. A part of it is

called Hus, from which came the blessed Job ; and a part,

also, is called Sueta,2 from whence was Baldach3 the Suite.

In this same province is the city of Theman, whence came

Elephat4 the Themanite. There, also, is the city of Naaman,

whence came Zophar the Naamathite. Arphat5 and Amat

and Sepharnaim are cities of Damascus. In the country of

the Idumaeans, two miles from the Jordan, runs the brook

Jabok, after he had forded which, on his return from Meso-

potamia, Jacob wrestled with an angel, who changed his

name from Jacob into Israel. In Idumaea is Mount Seir,

upon which stands Damascus. Two miles from Damascus

is the place where Christ overthrew Saul and raised up

Paul, making a friend out of an enemy, and a teacher of

the truth out of a persecutor of it. At the foot of the

mountains of Libanus rise Pharphar and Abana, the rivers

1 Gen. xxx. 6, passim. ' See ch. xlv. 3 Bildad the Shuhite.

4 Eliphaz. 6 See John of Wiirzburg, ch. xxiv.

6 In the time of the Crusades Areas was a mountain fortress, 5,000

paces from the sea, and as many from Tripoli. Its ruins are men-

tioned by Rey, v. 69. It is the modern Erek.
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of Damascus, whereof one. namely Abana, runs through

the plain of Archas6 and empties itself into the Mediter-

ranean Sea. Into those parts the blessed Eustachius

retired after the loss of his wife and sons. Pharphar runs

through Syria to Antioch, flows beneath its walls, and ten

miles away from the city pours itself into the Mediterranean

Sea at the port of Solim,1 which is called the port of St.

Simeon. In this city St. Peter first obtained the pontifical

dignity, and it is still the seat of a patriarch.

L. — Phoenicia.— The Metropolis.— Mamistra. —
Antiochia.— Tripolis, or Tursolt.—Gibeleth.
—Berytus.—The Wonderful Image there.

Libanus divides Phoenicia from Idumaea. The city of

Tyre is the chief city of the province of Phoenicia, whose

inhabitants, the Syrians say, refused to receive Christ when

He walked by the seashore, but He Himself said that He
was not sent save to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

The following are the great walled cities by the sea which,

being in Syria, the province of Palestine and Judaea, are

subject to the dominion of the Christians : Mamistra and

Antioch, and Tripolis, which is called Tursolt by the

moderns, as also the city which contains the very strong

castle which is called Gibeleth, are cities of the province of

Coele Syria. Next, to the southward, on the seashore,

comes Berytus, called by the moderns Baruth, a rich and

strong city, large and populous, wherein the Jews, the

enemies of the cross of Christ, once crucified an image of

1 This must be Seleucia ad Mare, now Suweidiyeh, the harbour of

Antioch. Tobler suggests that the name may be a contracted form of

Suleiman, the prince of Iconium, A.D. 1084, who was lord of Antioch.

It is mentioned by John of Wiirzburg, ch. xxv., as likewise are most of

the places mentioned in these last chapters of Theoderich.
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Him, thinking to offer an insult to Him. After they had

done all the shameful deeds which they had learned that

their fathers did to Christ on the cross, they even pierced

the side of the image with a spear, and when blood and

water flowed forth, even as it did from Christ when He
hung on the cross, they, adding sin to sin, caught it in

vessels and dared to tempt1 God ; but Almighty God

turned their evil into good : for since they would have had

even more cause to hate Him if the effects of Divine virtue

had not resulted from it, they anointed the limbs of cripples

with the same blood, and seeing that those who were

anointed with this sacred fluid immediately recovered their

health, they bent their necks to the profession of the

Christian faith. This figure is to this day preserved as

a sacred relic in the church of that city, which is eminent

as being the cathedral church of a pope.2

LI.

—

Sidon.—Sarepta.—Tyre.—The Castle Scan-

dalium.—The Castle of Imbertus—Ptolemais
and the other cities by the seaside.

Sixteen miles from Berytus is Sidon, a noble city, from

which came Dido, who founded Carthage in Africa. Six

miles from Sidon is Sarphan, which is also called Sarepta

of the Sidonians,3 in which the widow fed Helias the

prophet, and in which, also by means of the same prophet,

God raised the widow's son, that is, the prophet Jona, from

the dead. Eight miles from Sarphan is Tyre, which the

1
I read temptare instead of temperare, of which I can make

nothing.—A. S.

2 St. Peter was first enthroned at Antioch. See John of Wurzburg,
ch. xxiv., xxv.

3
2 Kings xiv. 25. The legend that the son of the widow of Zare-

phah was the prophet Jonah is mentioned by Jerome.
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moderns call Sur, which stands by the seashore, and sur-

passes all the other cities in the strength of its towers and

walls. This city is quadrangular in shape, and presents

the appearance of an island. Nearly three of its sides are

surrounded by the sea ; the fourth is very strongly fortified

with ditches, barbicans, towers, walls, battlements, and

loopholes. It has only two entrances, which are guarded

by quadruple gates with towers on either side. It is re-

markable, like Accon, for having a double harbour ; in the

inner harbour are moored the ships of the city, and in the

outer one those of foreigners. Between the two harbours

two towers, built of great masses of stone, project into the

sea, having (between them) by way of a door a huge chain

made of iron—this door when closed renders entrance or

exit impossible, but permits it when open. This city is

honoured by being the seat of a bishop. Four miles from

hence is a castle named Scandalium, through which waters

which rise above it run in their downward course to the sea

at that place. Three miles from thence is a large village,

which is called by the moderns the Castle of Imbertus.1

Four miles further comes Accaron, or Ptolemais, and three

miles further Old and New Caipha. Sixteen miles further

is Caesarea of Palestine, which, with the harbour which ad-

joins it, was splendidly built by King Herod. Also four-

teen miles further is Joppa or Jafis, with a harbour which

is dangerous to shipping in southerly gales. Beyond these,

in order, are Gaza, or Gazara, and the very strong fortress

of Ascalona, all of which have been described already. All

these cities are on the sea coast, and all of them are large

and enclosed by walls.

This account of the holy places, wherein our Lord Jesus

Christ appeared in bodily presence, having taken on Him-

1 Casale Lamberti on Marino Sanuti's map.
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self the form of a servant for our sake, we have put together

partly from what we have ourselves seen, and partly from

what we have heard from the truthful reports of other men,

in the hope that the minds of those who read or hear it may
be roused to love Him through their knowledge of the

places which are therein described.



APPENDIX TO THEODERICH.

ON THE POSITION OF THE TOMBS OF THE LATIN KINGS
AT JERUSALEM.

In Chapter XL Theoderich says : Ad meridiem ante

ipsius ecclesiae januam, quinque sepulchra videntur. ' To
the south (of the Column of the Flagellation), before the

door of the church, there are five tombs,' etc. The exact

position of the tombs is not determined by these words,

but from them and what follows it appears almost certain

that the writer meant that all the five tombs were close

together, in one straight line, and ranged in the following

order: Baldwin III., Baldwin I., Godfrey, Fulke, Baldwin

II. (du Bourg). It will be observed that Godfrey's tomb

is the middle one of these five, he having been able to

choose the best place, and that roughly speaking the other

kings appear to have got as near to him as they could,

although Fulke seems to have managed to get nearer than

his father-in-law, Baldwin du Bourg. This arrangement

does not agree in the least with that which we find in

Professor Willis's 1 plan of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

in which the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin are placed in

front of the Calvary Chapel, but there is no indication of

the position of the others. In the text, pp. 103, 104, Willis

says :
' The tomb of Godfrey de Bouillon, the first king,

1 ' Architectural History of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre at

Jerusalem,' by the Rev. R. Willis. Cambridge : Printed at the

University Press, 1849.
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stood at the entrance to the chapel (of Adam) against the

north pier, and the tomb of Baldwin I., his brother and

successor, exactly similar to it, against the south pier.

Other kings were entombed against the south wall of

enclosure of the choir.'

This arrangement, which Willis seems to have copied

from Zuallart or Cotovicus, cannot be made to agree with

Theoderich's words quoted above. Dr. Tobler, in his

valuable monograph entitled ' Golgotha,'1 inclines to the

view that more than two kings were buried before Calvary.

After mentioning the two masses of masonry to the right

and left of the chapel, which probably, he observes, contain

the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin I., he continues :
' Sonst

bemerkt man kein Spur von Grabmalern mehr, abschon

sich solche von andern Konigen und von Mitgliedern der

koniglichen Familie in der Kirche vorfanden, zum Beispiel

von Baldwin II., unter seinen Ahnen. Allein eine andere

Reihe von Grabern lehnte sich an die Sudseite des

Domherrenchors. Die Grabschrift eines Neffen von

Baldwinus IV., hatte vor anderen das besondere Schicksal,

fur die Nachwelt aufbewahrt zu werden.'2 It is agreed,

however, that all traces of the tombs of the Latin kings

were swept away in the restoration of the church after the

fire in 1808.

Dr. Tobler's plan, like that of Professor Willis, marks

the place of Godfrey and Baldwin I.'s tombs, but does not

notice the tombs along the choir-wall. Zuallart's plan

gives an arrangement like a small walled garden in front

of the Chapel of Adam, with the tombs of Godfrey and his

1
' Golgotha, seine Kirchen und Kloster,' Bern und St. Gall, 1851.

2 The epitaph runs as follows :

' Septimus in tumulo puer isto Rex tumulatus

Est Baldevinus Regum de sanguine natus.

Quern tulit e mundo sors primae conditionis,

Ut Paradysiacae loca possideat regionis.'
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brother to the right and left of the entrance, which is in

the middle of the west wall. It is noticeable that in the

model of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the British

Museum, there is such an enclosure, but it is placed in

front of what is called the Chapel of the Crucifixion.

Moreover, the model contains a piece of bone or ivory,

divided into four portions, extending between two piers of

the choir opposite to the Stone of Unction, which may be

intended to mark the place of the tombs of the later kings.

Indeed, the language of some of the authorities, especially

of Cotovicus, leads one to suppose that there were four

sepulchres here, and that the tomb of the child Baldwin V.

was a small one, added as an after-thought, in such a

position that it and its epitaph escaped the destruction

which befell the others. But the model is too rudely made

to justify one in founding a theory upon it, more especially

as a table of reference by which it seems to have been

originally accompanied has been lost. With regard to the

enclosed space, in which the two tombs are represented as

standing, Tobler says: ' Wenn Schubert (II., 1549) sagt,

dass vor der Kapelle sonst ein Anbau mit zwei steinern

Sargen der zwei ersten lateinischen Konige war, so ist es

dahin zu berichtigen dass der ehemalige Vorbau oder

Vormauer verschwand und mit der Kapelle Adam

verschmolzen wiirde.' The two tombs, with their prismatic

roofs, are mentioned by Zuallart, p. 186; Cotovicus, p. 165,

and Fiirer. See also Pococke, ii. 25.

I now proceed to give the authorities which I have

consulted on this subject. William of Tyre (born 11 30,

date of death uncertain) says in his History that Godfrey

(died 1 100) was buried ' sub loco Calvariae, ubi passus est

Dominus, ubi et successoribus ejus usque in praesentem

diem pro sepultura deputatus est locus.' Gul. Tyr., ix. 23.

Baldwin I. (died 11 18) was buried 'juxta fratrem,' Gul.
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Tyr., xi. 31. Baldwin II. (died 1 1 5 1) was buried ' inter

praedecessores piae record ationis reges, sub monte

Calvariae, ante locum qui dicitur Golgatha, multa suorum

cura,' etc. Fulke (died 1 142) was buried ' in ecclesia

Dominici Sepulchri, sub monte Calvariae, introeuntibus ad
dextram, secus portam, inter alios felicis memoriae reges

ejus praedecessores.' Gul. Tyr., xx. 27. Baldwin III.

(died 1162) 'in ecclesia Dominici Sepulchri, ante Calvariae

locum— honorifice inter suos praedecessores sepulturae

traditus est.' Amalric (died 1173) 'sepultus est inter

praedecessores secus fratrem, in eadem linea, ante locum

Calvariae.' Gul. Tyr., xxi. 33.

At this point William of Tyre's history ends, but it is

continued in French by another hand. Of Baldwin IV-

the writer of the continuation says :
' Lendemain l'en-

fouirent a mostier du Sepulcre, la ou les autres rois ont

este enfouis puis le tans de roi Godefroi de Buillon. II

estoient enfouis entre monte Calvaire, la ou Jesus Christ fu

mis en croix, et le sepulcre ou il fu cochi6, et tot est

dedens le mostier du sepulcre, monte Calvaire et Golgotas.'

Book xxi. adfin.

The writer does not say where Baldwin V. was buried.

It will be observed that this almost contemporary writer

says nothing about the row of tombs along the wall of the

choir, and, indeed, describes the position of the tombs of

Fulke and Amaury in language which seems to render it

impossible that they should have been there.

Willibrand of Oldenburg, in 121 1, says: 'Ipsa vero

ecclesia marmoreis tabulis et aureis picturis ' (probably the

gilding done by Manuel Comnenus, Phocas, ch. xiv.)

' valde est ornata : in capite suo habens chorum largum et

pulchrum, in cujus aditu ossa Regum fidelium requiescunt

in marmoreis sarcophagis.' Jean d'Ibelin, Count of Jaffa,

writing in the thirteenth century, says that Godfrey and
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Baldwin were buried 'souz monte Calvaire devant Golgatas
'

(ch. cclxxiii.), but says nothing of their successors.

Sir John Maundeville, 1322, says: 'And there in

Golgotha is an altar, before which lie buried Godfrey and
Baldwin, and other Christian kings of Jerusalem.'

Breydenbach, dean of the cathedral of Mainz, in his

book, dated 1489, says :
' Et a lissue dudit temple nous

veismes les sepultures des roys chrestiens devers midi

dudit temple cest assavoir du roi Melchisedeth, du roy

Waldanus, du due Gaudeffroy de Bullon premier roy de

Jerusalem, auquel sept autres roys dudit royaume de

Jerusalem succederent sans moyen qui tous sont la enselvi

asses honorablement,' etc. (ii.).

Cotovicus, who sailed from Venice in 1598 (his book

bears date 1619), after mentioning the tombs of Godfrey

and Baldwin in front of Calvary (he says that the Baldwin

buried there is Baldwin II.), goes on to say :
' Egredientibus

a dextris quatuor alia sese offerunt Regia sepulchra muro

Chori adjuncta ;' and a fifth with a legible epitaph, quoted

above—the same which Zuallart, mistaking the meaning

of the word ' Septimus,' with which the epitaph begins,

calls the ' tomb of Baldwin the Seventh.'

Zuallart, who made the pilgrimage in 1586, gives a plan

showing the five tombs along the choir wall, opposite to

the Stone of Unction. He likewise gives a drawing of the

tombs of the two first kings, with a note to the words ' Hie

est Baldwinus de :' ' Isy dit dessus avec le legat Vitriacus que

ce dit dernier epitaphe est de Baudoyn premier du nom :

quelques autres sont de l'opinion que e'est celuy du second,

a raison qu'il fit la guerre aux Egyptiens, Damasceniens,

et autres plusque le premier. Et selon l'archevesque de

Tyr, il semble que ce fut Baudoyn troisiesme, qui exigea

tribut des ditz Egyptiens.' (We learn from St. Jerome

that Kedar was in Arabia, and not in Egypt.) Zuallart
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goes on to say :
' Entre la susdite pierre ' (that marking the

spot where the Virgin and St. John stood) 'et celle appellee

de l'onction, contre le mur du coeur de l'Eglise, sont

encore des sepultures bien anciennes, et haut eslevees, des

Roys Latins de Jerusalem leurs Raynes et enfans,

successeurs dudit Godefroy de Buillon, desquelles les

inscriptions sont fort effacees reserve" celle de Baudoyn

septiesme (sic), lequel deceda en enfance. La mort

duquel engendra les haines et dissentions qui survindrent

entre le Roy Guy de Lusignan et Raymond troisieme du

nom, Compte de Tripoly, lequel machina le mine dudit

Roy et Royaume de Jerusalem.'

Quaresmius, writing at leisure upon the spot before 1629,

says that all the kings, with the exception of Godfrey and

Baldwin I., are buried ' extra sacellum Adae, et non longe,

ex parte Aquilonari juxta murum e regione Petri Unctionis

Domini, ibi etenim sunt quatuor sepulchra . . . fracta et

demolita, et unius legitur epitaphium.' He proceeds to

quote the epitaph, and to discuss the question whether the

King Baldwin whom it commemorates was Baldwin IV. or

Baldwin V. He also states that the writer of the

' Epitome Bellorum Sacrorum,' which is to be found in

the fourth volume of Henricus Canisius's 'Lectiones

Antiquae,' enlarges upon the subject of the burial-places

of the Latin Kings of Jerusalem.—Quaresmius, v. i. (Ant-

werp, 1639).

The writer of this ' Epitome,' which is supposed to be

drawn from original sources, says of Godfrey, ' sepultus

est sub monte Calvariae Princeps nobilissimus/ etc. Of
Baldwin I. : 'In Domino requievit, et ex opposito sepulchri

sui felicis germani sub sancto monte Calvariae in Domino
est tumulatus. Nota, in marmore monunienti ejus sculpta

sunt haec metra ut patet infra :
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Rex Waldewinus, Judas alter Machabaeus,
Spes patriae, vigor Ecclesiae, virtus utriusque," etc.

Super sepulchrum germani sui juxta ostium a dextris in

Capella Georgitarum sculpta est haec prosa : Hie jacet

inclytus Gotfridus de Bullon, qui totam istam terram
acquisivit, cujus anima regnat cum Christo.'

Of the others, Baldwin II. ' obiit in pace : in modica
distantia a sepulchro Christi, juxta murum chori, sub lapide

requiescit tumulatus.'

Fulke ' in loco aliorum regtim piae memoriae tumulatur.'

Baldwin III. ' de hoc seculo migravit, suis cum paribus

sanctae sepulturae honore Regio commendatus.'

Almaricus ' cum honore in Domino requievit'

Baldwin IV., ' more aliorum defunctorum Regum, juxta

Chorum Sancti Sepulchri contra montem Calvariae

traditur sepulturae.'

Baldwin V. 'juxta suum avunculum in modico

sepulchro Regio est tumulatus.'

From the comparison of all these authorities it follows

that, without doubt, Godfrey and one of the Baldwins were

buried in front of the so-called Chapel of Adam : also that,

along the wall of the choir, opposite to the Stone of

Unction, four or five tombs were until a very recent date

shown as those of the other Latin kings of Jerusalem who

were buried in the church. More than this I conceive

one can hardly find grounds for affirming. William of

Tyre appears to be the only writer whose account

Theoderich's agrees with, and who not only says nothing

about two of the kings being in one place and the rest of

them in another, but expressly states that Amaury was

buried in the same line with the rest, that Fulke was

buried 'introeuntibus ad dextram,' which cannot be

interpreted to mean ' against the choir wall,' and that

6
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they were all buried ' in front of Calvary.' The later

pilgrims, however, seem unanimous in separating them. I

have, I believe, quoted all the evidence of any value ; the

reader must decide for himself as to which theory is the

more probable.
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Golden Gate, 5, 24, 35
Golgotha, 20
Gomorrha, 54

H.

Habbakuk (Abacuc), Legend of, 55
Haram area, the, 23
Hebal, see Ebal
Hebron, 53
Helena, Empress, 7, 11, 17, 29

,, Chapel of St., 17
Hermon, 64
Herod, 30, 73
Hiram, King of Tyre, 67
Holy Cross, Chapel of the, 15

,, Church of the, 56
Hor, 50
Hospice at the Gate of St. Lazarus, 43
Hospital and Church of St. John the

Baptist, 22
Hospitallers, Knights, 22, 46, 59, 60,

61

I.

Imbertus, Castle of, 73
Ituraea, 65
Idumaea, 3, 65, 71

J-

Jabok, the brook, 70
Jahel (Jael), 67
Jacob's Stone, 27
Jafis (Joppa), SS
Jericho, 49
Jerome, St., 4, 79
Jerusalem, 4-42
jesus, Legend of, 68

Jew, Legend of a, 39
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.
Tews at Beyrouth, Legend of, 71

Jews' Pitch, 54
Jezebel, 63
Jesrahel (Jezreel), 63
Job, 65
John the Baptist, Chapel of, 18

John the Baptist, Church and Hos-
pital of, 22

John's, St., 62
"joppa, 55, 73
Jordan, 45-48, 65
Josaphat, Tomb of, 4
Joseph, 66
Joseph's Tomb, 68
Joseph of Arimathea, 52, 55
"josephus, 4, 7, 30

K.

Katranum (alum), 54
King 1

;, Tombs of the Latin, 18, and

Appendix
Kirjath-Arba, see Cariatharbe

Kirjath-Jearim, 58

Last Supper, Place of the, 36
Lazarus, St., 45, 49
Lepers, 43, 65
Libanus, Mount, 5

Little Chapel on the Stairs of the

Church of the Assumption, 38
Little Chapel without the Church of

the Holy Sepulchre, 22

Lord, Our, Chapel of, 41
Lot, Sepulchre of, 54
Luza, 62
Lydda, 58, 69

M.

Machaerunta, 63
Magdalum, 66, 67
Mahumeria, 60
Mamistra, 71
Manger at Bethlehem, 52
Manger of the Lord, 32
Mary, St., Chapel of, in the Church of

the Holy Sepulchre, 15

Mary, St., Church of, at Mahumeria,

60
Church of, on Mount

Sion, 5, 36
Church of the Assumption

of, 37

,, the Great, 22

,, the Latin, 23, 43
Maries, the Three, 8 ;

Chapel of, 21

Medan, Plain of, 65
Melchizedech, 67

Middle of the World, 13, 28
Moab, 54, 55
Modin, Mountains of, 57
Montjoye, 4, 60
Moriah, 6, 32, 58
Mosaics, 8, 11

Mount Royal (Monreal), 50

N.
Nain, 67
Nativity, Chapel of the, 52
Nazareth, 68
Neapolis, 61, 69
Nebuchadnezzar, 29
Nicholas, St., Altar of, 16, 26
Nicodemus, 8, 13, 20
Noradin, 49, 64

O.

Olives, Mount of, 4; Church on the,

44
P.

Palm Branches, Place where
Patriarch blesses the, 40

Paneas, 65
Paran, see Pharan
' Pavement,' the, 41
Pelagia, Church of St., 44
Peter's Prison, 35, 41
Pharan, 65
Phoenicia, 71

Pilate, House of, 7, 40, 42
Piligrinus, St., 47
Prison, the Lord's, 16

Prison, Peter's, 35, 41
Ptolemais, 59, 69, 73

Q-

Quarantana, Mount of, 46, 47
Quaresmius, 80

R.

Rachel, 51
' Red Cistern,' the, 45, 46
Red earth, 53
Rhodos, 63
Rotunda, 10-12

S.

Salmanna, 67
Samaria, 3, 61, 62

Samuel, 4, 58
Sanginus, 49
Sapham, 64
Saracens, 61

Sarepta, 72
Sarphan, 72
Scandalium, 73
School of the Virgin, 24

the
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Scythopolis, 64
Seaside Road, the, 69
Seboim, 54
Sebaste, 62
Seir, or Edom, 3
Segor, 54
Seleueia ad Male, 71

Sepharnaim, 70
Sepulchre, Chapel of the Holy, 7-10

„ Church of the Holy, 7-23

Sepphoris, 69
Sheep-pool, 42
Sichar, 61

Sichem, 61

Sidon, 72
Silo, 33, 57, 58

Siloe, 33
Simon the Leper, 34
Sinai, 50
Sion, 60
Sion, Mount, 6, 36
Sodom, 54
Solim, 71
Solomon, Palace of, 30
Sophim, 57
Stephaton, 20
Stephen, St., 36

„ Church of, 43
Strato, Tower of, 59
Sueta, 65
Syrians, 14, 16, 38, 56

46,

Table, Place called the, 64
Tabor, Mount, 67
Templars, Knights, 22, 30-32.

49. 59. 69
Temple, 23, 25, 28

,, Ancient walls round the, 32
Terebinth of Rachel, 62
Theodosius, 53

„ minor, 52
Thomas, St., 36
Tiberias, 66
Trabea, II

Trachonitis, 65
Tripoli, 71
Tursolt, 71
Tyre, 72

V.

Valley of Gehinnom, 4
„ Josaphat, 4, 37
,, Moses, 50

W.

Walls, Ancient, round the Temple, 32
' Wood, in the,' Place called, 57

Z.

Zeb, 67
Zebee, 67
Zorobabel, 29

THE END.
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